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HIS. performance appears to be found- yo 


on experience, and a juſt and 
ample knowledge of the world; his maxims 


are undeniable, his advice ſalutary, and 


ſuch as muſt infallibly lead to the very de- 


firable ends mentioned in his title-page. 


In a word, we ſcarce know a more uſeful 
pamphlet; conſequently, few. that more 


deſerve to be circulated among all ranks of 
people: as every reader MA be benefited, 
none CAN be hurt, by an attentive peruſal 
of this, and due obſervance of the whole- 


- Jome doctrines inculcated in it. 


Month. Rev. for MA RCH, 1755. 
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The Way to be WISE, Ce. 


VN the Purſuit of Wiſdom and Wealth, did our In- 


duſtry bear the leaſt Proportiop to our Deſires, 
che Generations of the World would be bleſs'd 
with many more of the Wiſe and Wealthy, than 
at preſent are to be found among chem: But, as 'ong 
as there 1 Huch a Difference between Wiſhing an 
Warking ; lazy inactive Longings fer Wiſdom and 
te in Number, to 
the laborious Endeavours which are to obtain them. 

It is the Unhappinefs, of human Nature, that its 
Deſires infinitely exceed its Endeayours. We would 
fain enjoy the good Things of the World, without 
taking the neceſſary pains to come at them; ſtrange- 
ly apt to overlook the Means, and fix our Eyes upon 
the End! But, ſuch is the Condition of this mortal 
State, there is no good to be had, but what we muft 
labour for, and ſtrive to acquire. 1 by 
And tho? we find for our acorn Capacity 
in ourſelves to labour, to be diligent, careful, and 
circumſpeR, and are difpoſed to expect, and to hope, 
and believe, that while we heartily uſe the Means, we 
ſhall happily obtain the End, yet ſuch is our propenſi- 
ty to Eaſe and Inactivity, that it oftentimes bears ſo 
hard upon all our Faculties, as to weaken them to # 
Degree that nothing but mere Neceſſity, and not that 
ſometimes, can rouſe and inſpirit us to oppoſe. and re- 
fit the formidable Evils of Poverty and Wanf. | 

And, notwithſtanding every body knows the mighty 
Difference between Getting and Spending, how difficult 
the one, and how eaſy the other, yet ſuch is the Force 
of our Inclinations to gratify our ſenſitive Cravings, | 
that it ſtifles Reaſon and Conſideration, and hurries 
us on, without Fear or Wit, to indulge every Appe- 
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.. rite, without any Sort of Regard to the Expence at- 
tending it. | | 


From theſe two Cauſes ariſe the many Evils that 


TI up the greateſt Part of the Unhappineſs of this 


fe, and mightily obſtruct our Preparations for, a ber= 
ter. To remove both which, and ta direa to the 
moſt likely and proper Ways and Means ti become 
wiſe and wealthy, is the Deſign of theſe Sheets ; where- 
n nothing ſhall be offered but chat is obvious to e- 
very Underſtanding, and ſuch plain Truths laid down, 
that every one who reads them ſhall readily-own them 


to be ſo: And the Arguments, Motives and Perſuaſi- 


ons that ſhall be made uſe of, thall bgkadapted to 
work on our Wills and Affections; that fo. th# End of 
this Publication may be more effectually anſwered, 
which is to make us wiſer and better, andEohſequent - 
ly happier, than the World is at preſent fouſſ@ to be. 
And tho' this may be thought a needleſs Work, a 
mere Jeſt, to think to reform and amend the Morals 
of Mankind, which are at preſent ſo looſe and irregu- 
lar, and ſo ſadly ſhattered ; yet, if not now, ſome 
Time or other, Things may ſo concur, as to give a 


Check to the Career of that licentious Spirit which 
' ſeems to poſſeſs the preſent Age: And whenever that 


happy turn ſhall come, theſe Thoughts, which may 
be of ſame Uſe to help forward ſo good a Work, tis 
hoped, will meet with a ready Acceptation. 


WISDOM and WEALTH are the two princi- 
pal Things that are univerſally . coveted by all Man- 
Lind ; being look'd upon as what will make us moſt 
certainly happy in this World; and the right Uſe of 
them will diſpoſe us for the Felicities of a better. But 
becauſ t is given to ſo very few of the Sons of Men 
to be Maſters of both, (which implics a great Difficulty 
in the Attainment of them) twill ſurely be of great 
Uſe to attempt to remove thoſe Hindrances which lie 
8 Way to that which will give us our Hearts 

eſire. * : 


A wiſe poor Man may be. contented and ealy 3 


Which is a negative Sort of Happineſs ; and a wealthy 
8 A . witleſs 


ONT 5 e 
witteſs one, may be well pleaſed with his Condition, a 
knowing no better: But tis owing to the Wiſilom of 
the one, and the Wealth of the other, that either of 
them are ſo well in the World. But a Man muſt poſ- 
feſs both the one and the other, to be as compleatly 
happy as he is capable of in this State. | 
As a Foundation then to the Beginning of this great 
Work, of being wiſe and wealthy, it muſt be laid 
down as an unqueſtionable Truth, that whoſoever will 
be ſo, muſt be indu/lrious and frugal. Theſe are two 
ſuch concomitant Virtues, or Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
that none were ever Wiſe or Rich without them ; and 
in the due and joint Exetciſe of S, few ever failed 
of being ſo. | | | 
. Induſtry and Frugality, when rightly practiſed, ara 
the glorious Ornaments of a Man's Life, the Beauty 
and Harmony of human Nature, the Spring and Foun- 
tain of all the Happineſs of Life : Wiſdom, Riches,, 
. Honours, and every Thing deſirable, wait upon them, 
whilſt the idle, flothful, prodigal Spendthrift is the 
Blemiſh and Deformity of his Species; one that pur- 
ſues no End of his Being; that ſeems born to no Pur- 
poſe but to be miſerable :. For wherever a ſlothful 
laviſh Humour poſſeſſes a Man, nothing but Miracle 
can keep him from Mifery, Hi Condition becomes, 
by a natural and neceſſary Conſequence, the Reyerſe 
to every Thing that is worth the wiſhing for in this 
World, or to be hoped for in the other. | 
But when we conſider how few there are who truly ' 
unden ſta nd, and yet fewer who practiſe Induſtry and 
 Frugality, as they ought ; when the former is but par- 
tially purſued, and the latter apt to degenerate into a 
ſtingy Narrowneſs of Soul; when 'tis obſerved how 
 Unwearied we are for what we love, and how ttrangely 
remils and negligent of what we have no Mind to, 
tho in want of; if from a natural or acquired Incli- 
natiog we become parſimonious and frugal, the Plea- 
ſure tparing preſently grows upon us, till we are 
ſeined with a niggardly penurious Spirit, and ſome- 
times to ſuch a ſordid Degree, as to deny ourſelves 


"Neceffaries; nay ſome there have been, who havs 
8 A 3 ' died 


1 6 3 


died for want of a Heart to uſe themſelves well. We 
may hence conclude it of great Import to the Welfare 
of the World to ſet theſe two excellent Virtues in a 


right Light, and with their utmoſt Luſtre, that they 


may attract Beholders, and proſelyte them to the Prac 
tice, as well as to the Admiration of them. 1 


To do this properly and in Order, it ſhall be firſt 
thewn, what is meant by Wiſdom and Wealth, as the 
Prize to animate us to the Race, or as the End and 


Reward of our Induſtry and Frugality. 


WISDOM is the Attainment of all that ufeful 
Knowledge which is neceſſary to enable us to order, 
direct, and regulate our whole Conduct in this World; 
fo as to paſs thro' it with as much Eafe, Quiet, and 
Tranguility; as this Life is capable of, and with due 
Regard to the preparing ourſelves for the Joys and 
Happineſs of a future State; As alfo, the acquiring 
ſuch a Command over our Wills and Affections, as to 
be able to act agreeably to ſuch Knowledge. 


WEALTH is ſuch an Affluence and Redundancy 
of the good Things ef this World, as will enable us 
not only to rocureSr ourſelves whatſoever can ou 
mote and adminiſter to our Contentment, Pleafure, 
and Satisfaction, to the utmoſt of our Wiſhes ; but 


likewiſe to be Charitable, Kind, and Beneficent, Help- 


ful, Liberal, and Generous, to others, as we ſee Oc- 
caſfion, and are incliged, either from a Senſe of our 
Duty to relieve, the Wants of others, or from a true 
Delight in doing Good, or from both theſe Motives 
in Conjunction. f 2 
As theſe two make up the great End of Life, and 
contain the utmoſt of all our Defires, beyond which 
our Hope extends not, and, the Limits of our moſt 
_ ardent Cravings are bounded-; ſo there is an univerſal 
Concutrence among all the Sens of Men, that in Wi/- 
aom and Wealth are wrapt up all the Treaſures of this 
tranfitory World, and that they open the Gates of the 
everlaſting One which is to come. Of this there wants 


neither. 


* * * i 


" F 
5 
5 
— = i * 1 * - s Fs 8 1 5 
= o d f 1 1 ' - 
— - 2 5 y l — 75 p - o * > 
- 2, 4A 7 I , "4 - ES > = Is. — 4,4 a % =" 5 % oh * 6 
, 4% * . * ** 2 ay > 
— * — * K "4 os, at 4 jw 1 F = 
* * * 4 p 
* 


+ 5 00a 


wy re WW TT ww 3 Wo 


* 4 
* 
= 
9 
1 
1 
. 
2 
* 

4 
5 
. 2 
#: 

P 2 
7 
I. 
Y 
* % 
4 
* 
| C 
9 
* oy 


. 71 


neither Proof nor Perſuaſion; which makes « the 


greater Wonder, that notwithſtanding this is ſo great 
a Truth, and fo univerſally believed, ſo few ſhould 
fall into the Right Way, and tread it as they ought ; 
that the End ſhould be thus inviting, and the Means 
ſo faintly purſued ; that we ſhould not /abour as well 
as long for the Prize. Our Enquiry therefore ſhall be 


to find out the Cauſe of this great Ewil, and bow to 


cure it. 


Now the chief Spring or Cauſe of this Evil, That 


our Endeavours hear no Proportion to our Deſires, is, 


that we either acquire not the thorough Know/edge, or 
fail in the entire and compleat Practice of Induſtry and 
Frugality ; which when they have been deſcribed, and 


ſhewn as to what is meant by each of them, the chief 


Cauſes ſhall be aſſigned why they are ſo little under- 
ſtood, and fo imperfeQly practiſed. | 


INDUSTRY is ſuch a ready Diſpoſition and In- 
clination of Mind, to an unwearied Activity and Diſ- 
patch, in all the Tranſactions and Affairs of Life, as 
ſets all our Faculties at work, to accompliſh whatſo- 


ever we think needful for beuge 75:14 Wiſdom or 


Wealth, or what may be oi Fe to them; 
and thus with inceſſant Application, diligeadtÞerſeve- 
rance, and patient Attendancg, ave perfect whgtever 
we undertake in order thereto; *Tis the” Beginning 
any Buſineſs with Earneſtneſs, carrying it on Mk vig- 
our, and finiſhing it with Speed, ſparing na-Labgur 
nor Pains throughout the whole Proceſs. . - * 


And this will appear more conſpicuous; and with. 


reater Advantage, by placing the Reverſe of this 
able Quality in the fame Light and View, that the 
Deformities of the one may be as a Foil to diſcover the 
Beauties of the other, and the Virtue thereby become 
more attractive and defirable. , 
The direct Oppoſite to Ix ps Try, is 4 /foth/ul, 
lazy, inactive Spirit; one that is poſſeſs d with ar A+ 


verſion. to Work and Labour, that hath a mighty Pro» 


Penh to Eafe and Receſs, and fo overcome with a 


bit of Saunteringand Idleneſs, that the leaſt Atten= 
"SR A 4 dance 


ky 


1 
e on Buſineſs, and the neceſſary Affairs of Life; 
z moſt diſagreeadle and irkſome. And this is gene- 
rated and 1 pomey by a careleſs, unconcerted Tem- 
per, diſinclined to forecaſt, and totally unſollicitous 
to prevent Evil, or procure good Events; ſo ſupine 
and thoughtleſs, as to future Things, as tho we 
were to be fed and provided for by Miracle, as the 
Ifraelites were with Manna. How much the Reverſe 
is all this to an mduſtrious active Mind! the Conſider- 
ation whereof, may be of great Uſe to give us a more 


. Idea, 'of the Excellency of this neſtimable 
I 


rtue of Induftry. 


FRUGALITY is the Art of Sparing, to 797 
every Thing go as far, and laſt as long as it can. *Tis 
the Skill of Contriving and Managing whatſoever 
comes under our Care and Concernment, fo as to 
make the moſt of every Thing, and waſte and loſe as 
little as may be. And as this hath its Beginnings from 
a precautious Humour of providing againſt the Evils 
of Scarcity and Want, ſo it receives Strength and In- 


creaſe, and is greatly inforeed by the Conſi i 


our Duty and Obligation to good Huſband 

ey: Management.” 

bis moſt neceſfary and beneficial Virtue witl * 
| pear more to the Life, when fet in Oppoſition to a pro- 

fuſe and ſquandering, a waſteful and extravagant BL 

per: One whoſe Mind is ſo far from being anxious a- 


bout Things to come, and ſolicitous for providing for | 


the future, that he is always projecting Ways and 
Means to part with, inſtead of laying up, his Money, 


or Money Worth; as though he imagin'd himſelf 


born only to ſpend what others get, and ſcatter what 


others accumulate. For ſuch is the Nature of a true 
- Prodigal, that the Bent and Current of his Inclinati- 


ens is. ſo violently ſet towards the laviſh Part of Life, 


that Propoſals of ſaving and ſparing, on any Occaſion, 


are ſo-contrary to his Nature, an fo oppoſite to his 
Practice, that the bare mention of it to him is Matter 
of Scorn and Ridicule; it is unfaſhionable and un en- 


4 * 
18 a . 
9 
y l 
* * 
Ck 
o 


tel; za ſtinting and curbing a * Heart: 


K 4 


1 
» 


— * 
PRE 


"vn ST ac cud aA” fu 2&t 7 


: _ * = 


. 
Diſparagement to him to be ſo much out of the Wa 
of the World, as to diſcover the leaſt Unwillingneſs 
to part with his Pence. Tis the common Saying of 
a Profuſe, What ! do you think I value my Money? This 
Vice is in itſelf ſo fooliſh and fantaſtical, that the De- 
_  ſeribing of it only is ſufficient to expoſe it, without 
placing it in the ſame Light with the Virtue it oppoſes, 
to diſcover the Foulnefs of its Features. 
© Having thus ſet in View theſe two cardinal Qualt- 
x ties, let us enquire into the Cauſes why they are 
groen ſo much out of Faſhion as to be thought, as in 
888 this Age they are, diſhonourable, and below the Dig- 
| nity of any one above the Degree of a common La- 
bourer, who gets his Bread by the Sweat of his Brows, 
 .% and hath not to ſpare beyond Neceſſaries: For how- 
; muchſoever a degenerate Age may have brought Con- 
| tempt on theſe once admired Virtues, they will be 
found the ſame in theſe Days they were in Solomor's, 
| who hath ſo divinely diſplayed them in his PxoveRBs. 
 - | And therefore, notwithſtanding they are ſo under- 
3 valued, and ſet at nought, thro' the Depravation of 
b our Natures, the Corruption of our Morals, and the | 
|  * Loofeneſs and Wantonneſs of the preſent Generation, 
tbey retain ſuch intrinfick Worth and Excellency, th 


er 


* 


1 maugre whatever the Devil and all his lazy. Diſcipl by 2 
5 can do, the ſolid and abiding Pleaſures and Satisfac= 7 3 
. tion, produced by od Engliſh Induftry, and Har fim i] 

| will be ever preferable to the a-la-mede vain, ane 


2 Delights of an idle, profuſe and inſignificant 
110 5 


be firſt and original Cauſe of our Diſeſteem and 

Neglect of theſe Heroick Virtues is, that by Reaſon f 

the Fondneſs and Indulgence, or the Careleſsneſs and 5 
Negligence of our Parents, we are, in our Child- 

hood, initiated into /dleneſs and Laviſhneſs, When 

he Seeds of Indufry and Frugality ſhould be fown, in 
dur tender Years, and by all the little ſtudied Ways of 
- | =} moral Culture, adapted to our Age; we are humonr- 
ed and neglected, and ſuffered to imbibe ſuch Inclina- 
f tions to Sport and Play, and the Pleaſure of purcha- 
ing whatever may miniſter to our Vanities and F * 
„ | 33 
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e Fine we are thought fit; which i Rrungefy 


delayed, to be better inſtructed, the Habits of Sloth 


and Squandering have taken ſuch Root, that the Mind 


is tinged with. an Averſion to any Application and At- 
tendance upon Buſineſs, and the keeping and accumu- 


lating any Thing we get; inſomuch, that it is never 
throughly eradicated as long as we live; and we are 


ever after beholden to the Compulſion and Reftraint 
of our Teachers and Maſters, or the Neceſſities of Life, 
that we are in the leaſt induſtrious or frugal. So that 
inſtead of a chearful, ingenuous, voluntary Labouring 
in our ſeveral Employments, and a pleafing Projecting 
and Contriving how, a Shilling, and conſequently a 
Pound, may goas far as may be, and every Thing laſt 
as long as poſſible; we do the firſt as our Taſk and 
Drudgery, with faint Hands and. feeble Knees ; and 
we ſpare and fave ſo much againſt the Grain, that it 
gives a Difreliſh to all our Enjoyments, and | ſours 
what would otherwiſe be fweet and delightful. 

Indeed, where an ambitious Thirſt, or a niggardly 
Stingineſs, ariſes in us, and gets the Aſcendant, we 
can be indefatigable in our Endeavours to quench that 


thirft, and pinch and ſpare to a Degree unbecoming 


human Nature: But theſe are the accidental Diſeaſes 
of the Mind, that run us upon the Extremes, and are 
not to de aKounted for, but excepted out of the com- 
mon ang Mary Courſe of Things. | 
But i for the moſt Part owing to our early Habits 


of Idleneſs and at: Dara rag that Indufiry and Fru- 


gality find fo few Votaries. Habit or Cuſtom is ſo 
rarely overcome, that it may well be called a Second 
Nature; whenever it is overcome to any Degree, *tis 
recorded for an extraordinary Event, ſomewhat akin 
to Miracle. Inſtead then of fondling and, at the ſame 
Time, in fact, neglecting our Children, we ſhould be 


early in watching and obſerving their Deſires and Ac- 


tions, and by Degrees habituate them to Exerciſe and 
Labour in T hings they are capable of, and teach them 


bow to value, and fave, and lay up, inſtead of ſpend- 


ing Money. We ſhould frequently inculcate into their 


Minds the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity, the Laudabi- . 


lity 


| 


FT | ie 


Aw A£| 


SLY | N m 
lity and Worthineſs, of a careful and diligent Employ- 
ment of their Time, in order to be wiſe, and to trea- 
ſure up their little Gettings as the only Way to be 
rich: Should * and condemm an idle flothfu} 
Life, and the Folly and Miſchief of ſqunderin po 
Money: Shew how little 'I'ime ought to ſerve fof lay ; 
and how dangerous it is to hunjour an Inclination of 
buying whatever it fancies: And if to all this we would, 
upon Occaſion, add gentle RE: and Admonition, 
giving always for the Reaſon of it their Good and Wel- 
fare, not the Deſire of thwarting them; if thus we 
would treat our Children in their Infancy, we ſhould 
find a ggeat Amendment in the Manners of Men. 


When we conſider how eaſy it is to train up even 


Brute Creatures, while they are Young, to make them 
ſerviceable in our Diverſions, as well as Conveniencies 
and Neceſſities, in many and divers Inſtances ; and 
that whatever they are thus taught they retain, almoſt 
like their Natural Inſtincts; and when we obſerve 
what Labour we beſtow, and what Charge we are at, 
(for we ſpare neither) to inſtruct and breed up the 
{ſeveral Kinds of them which are commonly made uſe 
of by us Is it not matter of Wonder to ſee what 
little Coſts wgins we are at for educating our Chil 
dren, whoſe future Welfare depends upon their be- 
ing brought up with great Care and Application! 
That we ſhould be fo folicitous and earneſt in the 
breeding and teaching of Birds and Beaſts, and ſo in- 
humane to our own Offspring, as not to lay to Heart, 
and be truly affected with, the abſolute Neceſſity of 
making them good Children, in order to their being 
good Men and Women ! That we ſhould not account 
it infinitely preferable to prepare and fit them for the 
World, by early Habits of Indu/try and Frugality, tho”, 
when grown up, we allot them a leſs Portion ; than to 
ha ye ſuffered them, by our Neglect and Diſregard, 
while young, to imbibe the contrary Qualities, and 
thould be able to give them much greater Fortunes! 
Hut alas! the good and ancient Way of breeding up 
Children with Paternal Love and Tenderneſs, accom- 
panied with Strictneſs of Diſcipline, is ſo much 
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of Mode, that, inſtead of keeping them under the Ob- 
ſervation of the Rules and Precepts of good Govern- 
 , © ment,'to an Age when fit to be ventured into the 
World under their oon Conduct, we ſeem now to be 
ſtrangely: fond of ſeeing them anticipate their Years, 
and act Parts they are not prepared for. Heretofore 
Children were kept in the Habits of Children, as long 
AS 1 ſuch; their Bodies were dreſſed as 
their Minds were cultivated, and thereby they were 
kept from aſpiring above the humble ſubmiſſi ve 
Thoughts of Children, while they found themſelves 
in the Dreſs and Attire belonging to their Age: But 
now, as our Boys are put into Breeches before they 
know how to make uſe of them, ſo they are ſuffered 
_P6oliſhly to affect Manhood, before they have got a 
Tythe of Underſtanding: fit for that State. A great 
overſight, this of the preſent Generation! As. we cul- 
tivate, ſo muſt we expect to gather: Every Thing 
grows fruitful as tis fitted for Growth and Increaſe ; 
and unleſs the Seeds of theſe Virtues be ſown in the 
Beginnings of Life, while we are Young, we can never 
--—_ hope'to behold the complete Exerciſe of 
Vears increaſe. 6 
Another Cauſe of leſſening "theſe 0 ſo needful 
. Virtues, in our Eſteem, is owing. tothat Age of Plea- 
ſure in which we live. Recreations and Diverſions 
were never ſo numerous and expenſive, nor ſo eagerly 
purſued, as at preſent ; inſomuch, that whereas for- 
merly our Buſineſs was our Delight, tis now our 
Drudgery : Our Fore-fathers knew too well the Worth 
of a Penny, to part with it but for valuable Conſider- 
ations; not for the fooliſh trifling Pleaſures of Prate 
and Paſtime, | | 
It would be endleſs to enumerate the various Ways 
and Inventions now in vogue for promoting Expence, 
for inciting to Idleneſs; but it is obvious, that both 
City and Country are ſo infected with the Plague of 
waſting Money and Time, that, if ſome Means be n 
found out to-ftopr the Malignity of the Diſeaſe, it may 
have fatal Influence upon cur moſt valuable Enjoy“ 
ments, namely, healthy Bodies and full Purſes 1 = 
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aitho' this Evil will be firit felt in private Families; 
*twill not be long ere it prove a publick Calamity. - 
Hut becauſe a particular Inſtance: or two may be 
thought needful to clear up a general, and eſpecially 
a * Truth, thefe may ſuffice for that Pur- 
pole. 5 | 
- Firff, The great expence both of Time and Money 
t Publick-houſes, the frequenting of which is grown 
o much beyond the Calls and Diſpatch of Buſineſs, 
which was the original Pretence of going thither, that 
now tis the leaſt Occaſion of it. An Itch after News, 


And talking of Politicks, and a Love of Drinking, 
now drive us thither. Company-keeping, though it 


be only to look one another in the Face, is become 


the governing Folly of the Age; for the ſake of Po- 


titeneſs, indeed, tis called Converſation; and under 
that laudable Name Men endeavour to excuſe their 
Exceſſes, by ſaying, Ti, not the Love of Drink, but the 
Pleaſure of ConverSATION, that captivates them, 
But the Bow/ and the Bottle were undoubtedly not the 
leaſt of thoſe Incentives which firſt promoted, and ſtill 
keep up, the pernicious Practice. But how theſe Men 


can anſwer for the Loſs of Time, the Expenèe of 


* Money, the negle@ of Buſineſs, the Riſque of Health, 
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and Abſence from their Families, even to their own 
Minds and Judgments, is a Difficulty too hard for the 
Wiſeſt of them to find out. Such a Complication of 
bad Conſequences attend this Deſtructive Practice, 
that the ſerious thoughts of it ſhould, methinks, make 
the guilty tremble, and conſtrain them to ule their 
utmoſt Powers towards Reformation. | 

The ſecond Inſtance is the Increaſe of, and exceſ- 
five Reſort to places of publick Diverſion; as if we 


were ſo over-burthened with both Money and Time, 


that we wanted Ways to be eafed of them. To ob- 
ſerve the Variety and Expence of Apparel, the Emu- 


© lation to out-dreſs one another, the ſumptuous and 


plentiful Tables, the ſplendid Balls, Concerts, and 
inceſſant Gaming, is enough to convince any one, 
that an inſatiable Inclination and Deſire after Diver- 
ſion and Paſtime is predominant among us at this Day 4 
e ED an 


Drunkards ; but the Stocks and Whipping-Poſts, as 


„ 
und ſhould the Habit grow to an Inveteragy, and in- 


fect more and more, we may at laſt looſe the Power 


of being either induſtrious or frugal, This is one of 
the Ways found out by our People of Faſhion to 
make us poor and /lothful ; and it need not be remark- 
ed how much the Meaner Sort are diſpoſed to imitate 
their Betters, and be as modiſb as may be: The Gentry 
no ſooner commence their Revels at Bath or Tun- 
bridge, than thoſe of leſſer Rank begin theirs at Putney 
or Dulwich, -the more Inferior at 1//ington or Lambeth, 

As theſe two Inſtances might be enlarged- upon, ſo 
might others be added; but no one wants to be con- 
vinced, that we live in a very expenſive Age; and that, 
whereap it was formerly the general Concern and Sol- 
licitude how to get fo as to lay up, we are now only 
anxious to gain ſufficient to ſuppert our Expence, When 
Men were wiſer, they went not beyond the Needs of 
Life, and laid up the Overplus of their Gain, They 
might allow, tho? it was rare, of an expenſive Excurſi- 
on now and then; but they uſually made themſelves 
amends by their after frugal Management : But we 
have now ſo long uſed ourſelves to Superfluities, by 
giving Way to expenſive Inclinations, that, without 


the united Force of Indufiry and Frugality, we ſhall 


never be able to recover and re- aſſume the wiſer Prac- 
tice of thoſe who confined their Deſires to Neceſſaries, 
and made by their Savings, Proviſion againſt the Rainy- 
Day of Adverſe Fortune. . 

A third Cauſe why Induſtry and Frugality are not 
more in Eſteem and Practice, is, either through the 
Want of LAWS, or the due Execution of them. A 
Man may, without Controul, be an idle Spendthrift, 
and bring himſelf and his Family to Poverty and Want, 
There is no Law to prevent a Man's being a Beggar, 
if be has a Mind to it; and 'tis a great Temptation 
(cho unavoidable) to our flotbful and idle. People, 
that the Pariſhes are bound to receive and find them, 
when they are no longer able to go about begging and 
ſtealing. 5 

There are indeed Laws to puniſh Vagrants and 


they 


8 | n 

by they have been for 44 Time much out of Uſe, fo 
r they are now almaſt out of Being. A Drunkard was 
f formerly a Sight of Abhorrence, and was juſtly expos'd 
0 to the Scoff and Odium of the People; but tis now. 
— become Matter of Sport and Paſtime to ſee the Swine 
e acted in Human Shdpe. | 
* Any one may be Drunk, Debauch'd, and Diſorder- 
— lv, waſting his. Time, and loſing his Money at Games 
y and Sports, and who dares ſay, What doft thou? Scarce 
4 # a Town or Pariſh but can evidence this Truth: They 
0 can ſee, to their Coſts, the Idle and Lazy among them 
foxſake their Work and Labour, and neglecting the 
t, huoneſt Callings they were bred up to; they can behold 


|- ſome ſauntering up and down the Streets, others lying 
yy whole Days at the Ale-houſe, while their Families are 
n flamiſhing at Home; and not a few following the Di- 


of verſions belonging only to Gentlemen. They Hunt, 
„ = they Fowl, they Fiſh, and fight Cocks; and whoſoever » 
i- 2 dares to interpoſe, either with Counſel or Reproof, 
es the Wretch ſhall preſently repartee, Who made thee a 
'e Lord over me? As the Drunkard rails at his Rebuker, 


y and arraigns him, in his drunken Zeal, as diſaffected to 
ut the Government, for endeavouring to leſſen the Re- 
1 venue of Exciſe, fo other Libertines cry out againſt 
- their Correctors, that they are for deſtroying the Li- 
s, berties of the Subject. Thus all private Mouths being 
z- ſtopt, and the Publick not thinking fit to open either 

that of the Legiſlative or Executive, fo as to reſtrain 
t and curb the corrupt Minds and perverſe Wills of Men, 
1e they may be as /lorbful and eæpe nſiue as they pleaſe, . 
A © and run into Exceſſes, ſo as to caſhier /ndu/try and 
t, + Frugality from all human Uſage, and exerciſe it only 
t, on Brutes. 


T, Thus much by Way of General Addreſs; what is 
n to come ſhall be particularly apply'd, and accommo- 
© dated to the ſeygral Conditions and Circumſtances o 

| The SCHOLAR, The SAILOR, 

ad The SOLDIER, The ARTIFICER, 
7 The TRADESMAN, | The ann, 


. 
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To the GENTLEM N 


'! _SFNENTLEMEN.I fears 27 think themilyhs 


needleſly brought into the Liſt, and be apt to 
think, that their happy State ſhould exempt them from 
hearkening to Doctrines ſo diſagregable as thoſe of 
taking Pains and being pur/fimonious © Doctrines calcu- 
lated for ſuch only as have not ſufficjent to ſubſiſt with- 
out the Exerciſe of both, But Perſons of Eſtate an 
Diſtinction may pleaſe to know, that the Cares and 
Troubles of this World muſt be undergone and diſ- 
charged by the Inhabitants of it, according to every 
one's Claſs and Condition; none being totally freed 
from a ſhare of helping to bear the Common Burthen, 
And as the. moſt ſervile and laborjous Part falls of 
Courſe to the moſt Abject, ſo that which is moſt eaſy | 
and agreeable will ever be the Option of thoſe whoſe | 
/ - Circumſtances. lay claim to be the firſt Chooſers. But 
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Chooſe every one muſt, and no doubt will do fo, as 
they have a Liberty of Choice; which will ever reſide 
more or leſs, according to the ſeveral Capacities, 
Ranks, and Degrees of Men. A KING hath his 
Cares as well as the common Labourer : If then Gent/e- 
men muſt have their Share in the common Buſineſs and 
Concerns of Life, Indu/try in the Diſpatch of it, is 
not below or unworthy their Regard. © © —— | 
And as no Condition of Life ſo far exempts them 
from the common and ordinary Calamities of it; but 
that Rich Men, by the Viciſſitudes and Contingencies 
which we are all ſubjeQed to, oftentimes become Poor, 
that the Great and the Noble are ſometimes reduced 
to Neceſſity; and that tis not given to the Wiſeſt of 
Mortal Men to foretel what will betide them the next * 
Moment; it muſt ſurely follow, that a Leſſon of Fru- 
gality may deſerve the Attention of the Wiſeſt and the 
Richeſt of Human Race. Such then may pleaſe to 
conſider, - + Sgt pe =. Who 
That I=duftry,and Frugality move in a Gentleman's 
Sphere, in the careful circumſpect managing and huſ- 
banding his Time, affording to each and e 
2 Fl ; : under 


| 9 1 

under his Government, a juſt and due Proportion of it; 
not ſpending too much on ſome, and too little on o- 
thers; in particular, not carving out too great a Share for 


es Recreations and Diverſions. The Exceſs of Inclinati- 

to on in Gentlemen to their Sports and Pleaſures is the 

m Fyren that has allured Thouſands to their Deſtruction. 

of When once they liſten to that Charmer, charm ſbe 

u- newer ſo fooliſhly, they follow the Inchantment, and 

© run headlong into Habit; and when that has once got 

nt Dominion over them, they are not in a Condition to 

nd attempt their own Reſcue, but purſue the Chace till 

i they fall into the pit and periſh. 0 

TY How many Gentlemen have woefully demonſtrated 
ed this Truth, by ſacrificing all their Thoughts and Time, 

-N, and whatever thould be accounted moſt dear and valu- 

of able to. them, to their Exceſſes in this one Point? 

af! What fine Eſtates have been loſt, leſſen'd, left inc um- 
die ber'd; or unimproved? What reputable Families have 
zut been reduced to Indigence? How many fine Women, 
as who brought ample Fortunes to their Huſbands, 
de have been made miſerable ? Hopeful Children, fitted 
CS, by Nature to have become Conſiderable in the World, 
his how have they been, for want of Paternal Care 
and good Education, left helpleſs, and unable to put 
nd Z themſelves into any Ways of Yubſſtence, and render'd 
15 WM thereby obnoxious to the Temptations which fuch a 


forlorn Condition «expoſes them to? And how often 


4 Application to their 
cea  F "Among theſe that of Drinking ſeems to be* not the 


X - poſition to Mirth- and Jollty: And being» a fociable 
the grand Remedy for all the Troubles of Life, and 


of what ſbever is deſirable in it. 
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are they enſnared thereby to take indirect and danger- 

but en Mayr is keep from Starving? And all this by:means- 
dies of Gentlemen giving up ſo much of their Time and. 
teaſures, Exerciſes and Paſtimes.. 


t of leaſt delightful, as atfording Gaiety-of Mindy and a Dif- 
u- and converſable Entertainment, it is got" to be the: 
the only. Way to come at the true Gott and Reliſh. 
But if Gentlemen would be perſuaded ſeriouſly to 
& confider,; before they engage in the Purchaſe, what 


they muſt in the End NE their Pleaſures, when 
= : A 2 
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unmeaſurably purſued, and would lay to Heart the 
diſmal Conſequences, which muſt inevitably enſue the 
out- living their Eſtates, and negleQing their Families, 

they could not ſurely be ſo barbarous to bring ſuch 
Deſolation upon themſelves and their innocent Off- 
ſpring, by. gratifying a vitiated Propenſity to Sport 
and Diverſion, and eſpecially to that of Drinking, 
which is ſuch a downright Deſtroyer of our Time, 
Health, and Eftate, and has ſo many occaſional Exils 
and dire Events attending the Exceſs of it, that were 
not Men drawn into it by Degrees, it would be next 
to impoſſible that any one of a common underſtanding, * 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be at once captivated by ſuch © 
a conſuming and deſtructive Vice. F | 


Guard againſt the firſt Infinuations to the Practice f 
it: For, if ever they hope to live a ſerene healthy Life, 
and die on eaſy happy Death, they muſt by all the 
Ways and Means imaginable avoid being drawn into 
2a Habit of what will rob them of all the Delights of 
Temperance, ſuch as Soundneſs of Body and Mind, 
and Length of Days; and in the ſtead introduce ſuch 


tions defirable on this Side the Grave, and will ſend 7 
them down to it, not with Gray Hairs, but with Grief + 
and Sorrow for their having, by an intemperate ana 
Qaiſorderly Life, brought them to an untimely painful 
Death. 1 = 

" -InpvsTRY and FavcaALITY in a Gentleman's 
Conduct will ſhew themſelves likewiſe in taking Cog- 7 


Cially that of his Caſh, and more eſpecially if under 
the Care of a Steward or other Servant: That Receipts * 


and Readineſs as may convince them, that it 1s 


ing: And this. is necefſary more on account of good 


S283 20S e200 


How then ſhould young Gentlemen be upon their 5 


and Payments be nicely obſerved and enquired into, + 
Vouchers examined, and Totals caſt up, and with 
ſuch Strictneſs and Attention, that Servants: may ſee 
it is done in good Earneſt, and with ſuch a ny 1 

te 


a Train of Evils, as will eat out all the ſolid Satisſac- j 


nizance of, and inſpecting into, all his Affairs, 'efpe- ft 


Reſult of dn-#:4u/rious frugal- Mind, and not out of th: 
Formality, or to keep them under the Fear of offend- Jani 
gu 
4 Servants 


1 19 ] 


Servants than bad ones; for it can only prevent a bad 


he Principle in a bad Servant from Ovyert-aQts, but a good 
es, and faithful one may, thro* the Force and Power of 
ch Temptation, and there cannot be a greater than to be 
f- careleſly or not at all ovexlook'd, become a wicked. 
ort one. 'Therefore there is no Plea for a Gentleman's 


ng, Omiſſion herein, on the Score of his having a good. 
ne, Opinion of his Servant; for if he be honeft, keep him 
vils ſo, by not giving him Occaſion of thinking to be other- 
ere > wile, by a careleſs fuperficial InſpeQion, or total O- 
ext 7} miſfion, of his Tranſactions. It would endanger the 
ng, = Morals of the moſt reſolved in Virtue to have a Truſt 
ich of Caſh, and an Opportunity of Miſapplication with 
' 2 out being diſcover'd. ; | 

ei > Ifa Gentleman be his own Caſbier, he muſt not in- 
of dulge himſelf in the Neglect of keeping, an Account” 
of his Comings-in and Laying:-eut ; ſince the having, 
the in View his daily Diſburſements, will of Courſe con- 
nto tribute to his good Oeconomy. It is indeed the Spring 
; of and Life of it; for as it is in itſelf a ſingular Inſtance 
ind, of Induſtry, ſo the natural Effectof it will be Frugality.. 
A Man may miſcarry notwithſtanding the utmoſt Care 

ac- in his Accompts: But the Omiſſion, or a partial im- 


end perfect Way of keeping them, has been the common 
rief Rock whereon. ſo: many have ſplit ; and a due and 
and regular Attention to it, is a compats, that whoever 


ſteers by, needs not fear, under Providence; being, 


— 


3 ſhipwreck'd, but may have a proſperous Paſſage. thro” 


an's this World. 

og - Dis laying out Money at Random, that has ruined 
ſpe- ſo many. Not to allot and proportion our Expences- 
der to our Income, is running blindfold thro' the World: 
pts And who can proportion their Expences to their In- 


nto, come, without keeping on Account of both? So that 
with there is nothing the Gentleman ſhould have more at 
ſee Heart, than adhering to a Practice which is of ſuch: 
tian manifeſt Importance to him: It will. denote a great 
the Share of Miſilom in them, at the ſame Time that it is 
the ready Way that leads to Health. Por the frequent 

inſpecting our daily Expences, will almoſt neceſfarily 
Mut us upon Contrivances to /ave and ſpare; the Fruits: 
1 8 R 2 of 
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of Frugality will ſoon appear, and we ſhall be convin- li 
ced of this Truth, that Eſtates are more eaſily and cer- WM fo 
tainly got by frugal Management, than by the Gains ec 
of Induſiry. It is uſual to hear ſome ſay, That ſhould de 
they keep an Account of their daily Expences; the di 
Sight of it would make them mad; and they therefore ea 
omit it, This is being afraid before they are hurt, or. P. 
likely to be ſo, for ſurely the Experiment was never 
made to that Effect: The contrary Practice hath C 
brought many a Man to his right Mind, but never V 
put any one out of it. | = w 
Gentlemen have the greateſt Reaſon to be on the a1 
Side of Induſtry and Frugality, becauſe it is incumbent 1 
on them to improve their Underſtandings, and fill their fu 
Minds with all that uſeful Knowledge which is neceſy- t 
ſary to make them ſerviceable to the Publick; to be tl 
well acquainted with all the Parts of our Conſtitution, af 
the Form of our Government, the Prerogative of the = 
Crown, the Liberties of the Subject, the Uſages and 
Privileges of Parliament, the Nature- of all Offices, 
and the dike. And is all this to be done without a cloſe 
Application and much Time in Reading and Study. 
A che Truth is, it requires ſo much Labour and 
Time, and affords at firſt ſo little Amuſement, being 
a dry and inſipid Taſk, that Gentlemen diſreliſh it, 
and care not to be attached to any Thing but what 
will give them preſent Pleaſure: They love not to 
take Pains unleſs the Reward be at hand; This is the 
chief Cauſe why theſe laudable Studies are ſo much 
laid aſide, and that Recreations and Paſtimes are ſo 
-muktjplied among thoſe who ſhould deſpiſe ſenſual 
Pleaſures, and aſpire after thoſe of the Mind: But 
becauſe they are not to be ſo ſoon come at, by reaſon 
ſome Exerciſe of the rational Faculty is neceſſary, to 
rouſe it up from the Lethargy our Youth and Vanity 
uſually caft it into, before we can taſte the delightful 
Contemplations of the Mind, few have Patience to 
wait till their. reaſonable Appetite be prepared to 
reliſh them. 3 
The re are ſometimes Perſons whoſe Underſtanding 
Was ether never ſo much clouded with ſenſitive De- 
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lights, or is of that native Brightneſs, that it breaks 
ſorth of itſelf, and diſpels all the ſenſual Miſts that 
commonly obſtruct and hinder it; and ſuch as theſe 
do not ſtand in need of any preparative Exerciſe to 
diſpoſe them to the Taſte of rational Pleaſures ; they | 
ealily ſhake off Senſe, and converſe with the Diviner _ © 
Part. But with the Generality it is far otherwiſe. 
Would Gentlemen be perſuaded to hearken to the 

Calls of Reaſon, and vouchſafe to liſten to its Dictates: 
Would they relax a little from their eager Purſuit of 

what they call their Sport and Pleaſure, and enquire 
and ſearch into the Nature and Tendency of theſe 
Twin-Virtues of Indu/ftry and Frugaliiy, they would 

find, that in the due and regular Exerciſe of-them, 

there is more manly and durable Delight, than what 

the utmoſt of our faſhionable Diverſions can poſſibly 

afford us. | | | 

Theſe two Virtues then ariſe ſolely from that firſt 

and univerſal Principle of Nature Self- Preſervation. 

They are the two main Streams that flow from that 
Fountain. When we come to Years of Thought and 
Conſideration, we are as naturally ſolicitous about 

Ways and Means of Subſiſtence, as we are to ſuck the 

Breaſt when we are born, provided the Mind has not 

been before poiſon'd and corrupted with too great In- 
dulgence in Play and Paſtime, and thereby depraved 

and vitiated from its natural Inftint. And it is this 
Solicitude that is the immediate Forerunner of induſi- 
rious and frugal Thoughts, how to get, and /pare, and 
Jay up, providing thereby againſt the Evils of adverſe 


“Fortune, to which we are all liable. And if theſe 
ut 3 Thoughts are ſuffered to revolve in our Minds, *rill 
on Occaſion breaks, and Opportunity preſents, for Action, 
to they will produce theſe two natural as well as neceſſary 
ty Procurers and Preſervers of all good Things to us, In- 


ul duſiry and Frugality. | | | 
to * And as we conform to the Calls of Nature, when 
to we take Care for the Future, ſo we gratify thereby in 

the higheſt Senſe the rational Faculty, than which 
ng nothing can be a greater Delight. For when we do 
e- what our awa Minds, when not miſguided, approve 
13 and 
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and applaud, we have the Suffrage of the Almighty on 
our Side. Our Confciences, i. e. the Judgment of our 


Minds, were given to be our Rule to guide and direct 
us; and when we carefully order our Goings in this 


Path, as we paſs the Stage of Life, we anſwer the o- 


riginal Intentions of our Maker; and when we do ſo, 
what inward Satis fadtion and Serenity muſt needs ariſe 
in our Breaſts, infinitely ſurpaſſing all the light and 


airy Tranſports of ſenſitive Enjoyments ? 


To make it evident then, that we act moſt agree- 
ably to the higheſt Reaſon of our Minds when we are 
truly induſtrious and frugal, let us in our Thoughts ſur- 
vey our preſent State and Condition in this World, and 
ſee how we are beholden to theſe auxiliary Virtues, 


to ſuccour and defend us againſt all the Evils we are 


expoſed to, and to whoſe Aid alone we owe, under 
GOD, the obtaining and keeping all the good Things 
we are capable of enjoying. 

It is owing to the Indu/try and Care of our Parents 
that we are nurſed and brought up in our helpleſs State 
of Childhood ; and according as they are therein more 
or leſs induſtrious and diligent, ſo much better or 
worſe we fare afterwards. We no fooner grow up 
and are able to ſhift for ourſelves; and begin to think 
upon what Terms we are here in this cranfitory State; 
what our Work and Buſineſs is while w« are in it; and. 
what the End and Iſſue at laſt will be; than we per- 
ceive what helpleſs defenceleſs Creatures we are. We 
have indeed 4 5 io that crave for Suſtenance, for 
the Support of Life, but no Means to come at any but 
what we muſt either gather cr get with our own Hands, 
We are liable to infinite Evils, and not one Moment 
ſecured from one or other of them; deſtitute of all De- 
fence, except what our own Strength or Policy can fur- 
niſh : But unleſs an induftrious vigilant Mind will ac- 
tuate and exert them, we may he down in the Ditch, 


and in vain ery, God help us !;When we are poſſeſſed of 


any Thing, the Enjoyment of it is as precarious as 
our Lives, which are in Danger every Moment ; and 


we have nothing that can ſecure the one, of preſerve 


the other, but our own indufirious frugal Fore-fight. 4 
23 * | 23 And 
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And as to our Preparations for a BETTER Stare, 


is it not evident what Pains we muſt take to govern 


our Paſſions, ſubdue our Luſts, and regulate our Af- 
fections, and ſo order our Converſations agreeably to 
our Faith, that our Belief and Pradtice may be of a- 
piece. This ſurely requires great [nduſtry and a frugal 
Management of our Time, if we attend as we ought 
to the due Performance of it : And when theſe things 
are laid together, when the Work of this Life and 
what relates to the other be united and honeſtly diſ- 
charged, which is living to, the End and Purpoſes for 


which we were made; our Reaſon receives the high- 
= eſt Gratification *tis capable of in this mortal State, and 
= thereby we treaſure up to ourſelves ſuch Peace and 
Tranquility of Mind, as is not to be equalled by any 
Thing in this World; and only exceeded by the Joys 
of a better. 


A Gentleman's Condition, tho? never ſo opulent, is 
ſo far from intitling him to more Eaſe and Inactivity, 
or a leſs Concern how his Expence is managed, than 


K others of meaner Circumſtances, that the more a Man 


hath, the more ſhould be his Care and Vigilance; and 
proportionable to his Expences muſt be his Manage- 
ment. A great Eſtate will have great Goings-out, 
and will require no ſmall Degree of frugal Cantrivance 
to act to Advantage. The common Saying, tho' ſome- 
what Hyperbolical, that there is greater Care and Trouble 
to heep than get an Eftate, gives a Sanction to this 
Truth, and the daily Experience of all thoſe who 
have great Poſſeſſions confirms it. 

It is a fatal Error among many, but eſpecially the 


Junior Gentlemen, that they think they have nothing to 


4 do but to ſpend what they have, in ſuch a Manner as 


will make the beſt for their Delight and Entertainment: 


7 And from this falſe Perſuaſion their Thoughts are al- 
ways intent on projecting how to taſte the Sweets of 


Life with the moſt exquiſite Reliſh, without regarding 


the Expence either of Time or Money. As this is a 


very falſe, ſo it is a moſt miſchievous Notion, . and hath 
2 thouſand-Evils at the Heels of it; at leaſt it hath 
enough to Hate any one miſerable here, and to en- 


danger 


— 
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danger him hereafter. For where a dis wholly ſet 
% upon gratifying the Senfirive. Faculties, all the other 
Parts of Life are left out of the Account: Every Thing 
_ muſt be ſubſervient to this grand Deſign: Whether 
* Religion, Reafon,-Intereft, Vece, © chatever comes 
in its Way, muſt give up to it. the Conſider- 
ation of Health, Length of Days, d a gentle Departure 
. out of this World, be heard or attended to. They 
' profeſs to believe that « ſhort «+4 merry Life is the beſt ; 


and as is their Faith ſo are then I,, F they lire apace, # 


and conſequently muſt ſoon Fate i., Exit, | 


Let the Gentleman then pleate to confider, that In- 
duftry and Frugality, rightly underſtv0d and practiſed, 
as they will adminiſter to him the moſt ſubſtantial of 
all ſublunary Pleaſures, ſo they will be more his Glory | 
than his great Poſſeſſions. Solomon tells us, that the | 

_ diligent induſtriaus Man is a Companion far a Ring; 
intimating thereby, that t kind of Virtue raiſes and 
exalts the Mind as much above the common Level, as 
the Perſon of a Ming is diſtinguithed by his Royal Robes * 
and Dignity, from his Subjects. /naduſtry and a dili- } 
gent Attention to the Affairs and Buſineſs of this World, 


whether in high or low Degree, is ſuch a tranſcendent 


Attainment, that it exceeds all moral Excellencies | 
Whatever: It acquires, humanly ſpeaking, all good, 


and prevents all evil Things. If a Man wants Riches; 


it will procure them; if he comes ſhort in Underſtand- a 


ing, twill make him wiſer, or ſupphy the want of. it ano- 
ther Way. It will not only preferve us in Health, but, 
by a diligent Attention to the State of it, and watch» 
mg, as an induſtrious Mind will ever. do, the FluQu- 


at ions it is ſubject to, and applying timely Remedies; ? 
it will recover the Diſorders of it: It will lengthen our 
Days to the Period of old Age, when, like Fruit fully 7 
ripe, we ſhall. drop out of Life with Eafe, and with- ® 
out Reluctance; freed from the Anguiſh and bitter 


23 the amazing Terrors, and intolerable Pangs, 
w 


ich uſually attend the untimely and unprepared De- 3 


parture of thoſe who ſeem fond of forcing, by their 


unkind Negle& and ill Uſage both of Souland.Body, a 
before God and Nature „ 125 


Separation, long 


"70. 08: 3 

And are theſe the genuine Fruits and Products of 
living indu/triouſly and frugall, in the World? How 
then can Gentlemen ſuffer their recreative Exerciſes 
to monopolize their Time and Thoughts, and allow 
ſo little for the Management of their Eſtates, and im- 
proving their Minds ? How are they able to defend the 
ſo frequent, long, and unſeaſonable Sittings at Drink- 
ing; forcing Nature to receive ſuch unreaſonableand 
exceſſive Quantwies, as muſt inevitably break their 
Conſtitutions, and make them weak and crazy, before 
they come near the Age of grey Hairs? And how can 
they anſwer it either to Body or Mind, to fleep away 


& ſo much of their Time, and 1 thoſe chearful, 


entertaining Minutes of the Would to 


orning“. 


God ſome generous Youths in the Gentleman's Clais 


were inſpired with noble Refolutions of reforming 
theſe pernicious Practices, that they might be Ex- 
amples to all about and below them, and that their 


Courage might be as great as is the Goodneſs of the 


Cauſe. This would make them the Glory of the 
preſent Generation, and the next will have great Rea- 
ſon to call their Memories bleſſed. 
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To the SCHOLAR. 


Fo 


. 


NDUSTRY and FRUGALITY is ſo much 
theSCHO LA R's Province, that he may account 

it a needleſs and over officious Work, even to be told 
how conducive they both are towards the Acquiſitions 


of Learnins and Knowledge: But, with his Leave, it 


may be obſerved, that howmuchſoever Scholars may 


= knoxw, in this Age, of the Theory, they are very de- 
fective in the Pradrce, of theſe fo neceſſary and uſeful 
2X Virtues. Whoever views the preſent Condition of our 


Schools 


— — — — 


* Surely whoever reads Sir Rich. Steels TATLER, 


1 No. 263. mu/t be perfectly enſia ved ly habitum ted Sluth nnd 
TX indulgence te Eaſe, that will not be prevailed upon to take 
to bis wakefut Part of Life thoſe early refrefbing Hears, 
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Schools, Inns of Court, and Univerſities, excepting 
ſome ot our great and well-endow'd Schools, will ſoon 
ſee how much we are fallen from that Strictneſs of 

_ Diſcipline our Fore-fathers were fond of, and with 

great Care maintain'd, But now the Governors of 
our Seminaries of Learning have much flacken'd the 


Reins of Goverfiment, and the Governed have been 
ſuffered to unbridle in proportion. The Reins are 
eaſily let looſe, but very hard to recover. And this 
is wholly owing to the Abatement and Decreaſe of | 
induſtry and Frugality ; which being the Diſeaſe, the | 


Increaſe muſt be the Cure; and 'twould be well if 
both the Inſtructors and the Inſtructed were agreed in 


the Point, and jointly reſolved to begin the good Work, 


fince it is of ſo great Import, not only to themſelves, | 


but to the Publick, that the places ſet apart and dedi- | 
cated for the Advancement of good Literature and li- 
beral Education, ſhould be made uſe of to no other 
Purpoſe but to anſwer the great Ends of their Inſtitu- 
tion, and that the Time to be ſpent there in Study 
and Exerciſe be managed with all Induſtry and Fruga- Þ 


tity, taking no more Time for recreating and unbend- 

ang the Mind, than may ſuffice to ſet it to work again 
with greater Vigour. 

This was the Original Peſign and Purpoſe of our 


many noble Foundations, and*tis great Pity that the firſt 
Intention ſhould in the leaſt be deviated from. Induftry |} 
and Frugaliiy are the Life and Spirit of thoſe Places; 


If they are once forced to take their Flight farewel e- 


very Thing but meer Form and outward Appearance. 
The Streams muſt needs ceaſe when the Spring 


fails. How ſhould this affect all the Collegiate Inhabi- 
tants, and animate them to put a {top to the Decay of 
what ſhould be the darling Qualities of every Mem- 
ber of their ſeveral Societies, and eſteem'd the diſtin- 
iſhing Badge of Honour and Reſpect among them ! 
hey that excel ſhould be had in the greateſt, and the 


lame Proficients in the leaſt Regard. Till theſe two RP 


ornamental Virtues become the chief Furniture for a- 


- dorning theſe appropriated Dwellings, they will never 4 


appear as Places dedicated to thoſe great ſes of acquir- - | 


; ing 
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„on ing Knowledge and Wiſdom by Learning and Study: 
of For when the latter are but faintly purtu'd, the for- 

irh mer is never attain'd; which deſtroys the very Pur- 
| poſes for which theſe Houſes were ſo worthily ſet apart, 

The Complaint is in every one's Mouth who has 
felt the Evil, that an Academic Education is become 
very Expenſive ; which muſt be chiefly aſcribed to the 
Decreaſe of Diſcipline. Students do. not now-a-days 
conform to ſtatutable Rules and Injunctions out of a 
Veneration for the Laws, or Reſpect and Reverence 
to their 8Superiors, but meer Compulſion from the Fear 
of Penalty: For whenever they think they are out o 
Danger of having their Blot hit, and ?till it be they 
conclude it none, he the Crime what it will, they 
ſcruple not great Enormities. 

The affectation is ſo great among Under-graduates 
of appearing above their Station that they ſeem aſham'd 
even of the Habit they are obliged to wear for Diſtinc- 
tion's Sake, and would fain, by little Alterations, make 
it look like what it is not. They are for inverting Wi. 
liam of IWickham's MoTTo, and would be Men be- 
fore they have „an ners, having not Patience enough 
to paſs the Period limited for taking Degrees, Their 
Inclinations to the Vanity of Dreſs, and the mighty 
Propenſity to Drinking and Diverſions, ſeem to over- 
rule and bear down thoſe aſpirin Thonghis and De- 
W fires after Learning, which 2 fill the Breaſts 
of all that enter the Places conſecrated to Erudition. 
From hence comes not only laviſh Expences, but, 
" WÞ& what is moſt to be lamented, the irreparable Loſs of 
the only Opportunity of a young Man's Lite,for laying 
-4 the Foundation of his future Welfare. And is not all 
this owing tate Want of /nduflry and Frugality both 
in Governors and Governed ? If the former were in- 
X duſtrious to Keep the latter to their Duty, they would 
» as diligently app to the Diſcharge of it, and thereby 

prevent the Miſpending ſo much of their Time and 
4 ones, as i now ſcuander'd away, not only for 2b, 
* but, what 1s much worſe, the Ruin of many a Man's 
', EStlicalih and AMrrals. 
| It muſt be confeſs'd, that many of our Youth who 

ee art 
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are ſent to the Univerſities are previouſly tinctur'd 
With the Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, not fired with 
Emulation, as all ought to be who have any Purpoſe 
of being Proficients there; and this we muſt aſcribe 
to the Deficiencies of moſt of our Counsiy Schools, 
where no adequate Preparation is made for tranſ- 
-planting Youth to thoſe Great Seminaries, This is 
owing very much to the little Encouragement given 


to School-maſters, whoſe Profeſſion, if exercis'd aright, 
and with Judgment and Induſtry, deſerves our utmoſt 


Reſpect and Eſteem, It is not only to teach our Chil- 


dren Languages, but to cultivate and ripen their Un- 


derflandings, to bring them under Diſcipline, by ſoft- 
ening their Wills, and inuring them to a patient in- 
duſtrious Purſuit of what is Commendable and Praiſe- 
worthy. And can thoſe who will undertake and per- 


form, as it ought to be, ſuch an important laborious 
Work be tee greatly encouraged? No ſurely! The de- 
' ſerving Teachers and Inſtructors of aur Children ought -| 
to be had in great Honour by us, and to be animated 
with Rewards anſwerable to their Work. They ſhould Þ 
come under the Regard and Concernment of our Legiſ- 
tature, and have publick Proviſion aſſigned them, and 
great Care taken that none but the merito! i9us ſhould | 
be admitted to ſuch an important and ſkilful Employ- | 
ment. The contrary Practice hath almoſt render'd.of |} 
no Effect our many Country Free-ſchools, where Maſ- 
ters are choſen without any Regard either to Learning 
or Genius for Inſtrudtion; the Choice being often left | 


to Perſons who underſtand neither the one nor the 
other. tw but Intereſt, Humour, or Party, ap- 
pear in theſe Elections. An Example of this kind, 
with the evil Conſequences that attend it, may illuſ- 
trate this Truth, and make greater Impreſſion on thoſe 


who have ſo great a "Truſt committed to them, thaa $ 


any Advice or Counſel. - 


There is, in a certain County, an Endowment for 
a Free- School, and Exhibitions towards the Charge of 


making two Scholars: Formerly there were always 


very eminent Maſter's in that School, who conſcienti- 
ouſy and induftriouſly, as well as xilfully, 8 
. | 4 | "| 72 el 
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the Duty of the Place; by which Means it became 
and continued numerous, not only of Town's Boys, 
but of Gentlemens Sons of the Neighbourhood, many: 
of wham Boarded in the Town,. which was of great 
Conveniency and Advantage to the Inhabitants, in 
having twenty or thirty of theſe at a Time, paying 
well tor their Diet and Lodging, and cauſing great 
Reſort thither.. Had there been a Succeſſion of fuch- 
Maſters, the Town by this Time had been, by a 
modeſt Computation, five or fix thouſand Pounds the 
better. But it had the Misfortune, long fiace, to 
bave it interrupted, and thereby loſt all the Good 
which had accrued whilſt the School remained in Re- 
putation: For there happening one to be choſen, that 
came far ſhort in Merit of former Maſters, his Defi- 
ciencies were no ſooner Diſcovered but it declined, 
and fell almoſt to nothing, and ſo has continued to 
this Day. And as the Town might have gained fo 
conſiderably, had the School been kept up in Credit 
by an able Maſter, fo it has loft much by having been 
forced for ſo long a Time to ſend Children Abroad to 
Board and to School. This diſcovers not only the ill 
Effects of ſhewing the leaſt Favour at Elections on any 
other Account but pure Merit, it likewiſe demonſß- 
trates the ſad Fruits of a remiſs, inactive, flathful Spi- 
rit, a Temper the very Reverſe to a good School-maſter. - 
The Conſideration hereof ſhould deeply affect 
all who are concerned in electing Maſters of endowed 
Schools, becauſe this Example puts it out of all Queſ- 
tion, that they who chooſe Perſons incapable of an- 
ſwering the End of ſuch Benefactions, are alone cul-- 
. Pable for all the Damage and Miſchief conſequential 
upon it. Here is not only the Loſs of very many 
Years annual Income, but a Deprivation of all the 
Good which would have accrued if it had been rightly 
and juſtly, and with Care and Caution, apply'd to 
the true Intent and Deſign of the Donor. 

It were moſt heartily to be wiſh'd, that all thoſe, 
to whom the Care and Inſtruction of ſuch of our 
Youth as are Deſigned for Literature is committed, 
would lay to Heart the Importance of that great K 
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That they would conſider how much the future Wel- 


their Time, how much their Expence, and what Ex- 
peQations their Friends and Relations have of the Im- 
provement of this moſt valuable Time of their Lives, 
which if once loſt and ſquander'd away, is never more 
to be retrieved. T hey ſhould watch over their In- 
clinations and Defires, and curb them. When they 
would incline to Remiſneſs, Delay, or neglect of Buſi- 
nefs, or if in the Inter vals of it they ſhould be prompt- 
ed to ſpend too much Time in Refreihment or Bodily - 
Exercife, they are to exert a Reſolution worthy the 
Occaſion, and cruſh the Inticement by a peremptory 
Determination to apply to Book and Study; and to 
look upon all Relaxation from Buſineſs as /o/t Time, 
and as ſubſervient only to the better WY of it. 
And what can be ſufficient to make our Young Stu- 
dents abominate that malevolent Spirit of Intoxication . 

by Drinking, which now ſo much haunts all Places 


fare of their Scholars and Pupils depends upon their I 
good Management and Conduct. As they manure and * 
prepare the Soil, and ſow the Seed, ſuch will be the & 
roduce: The Crop always anſwers to the Culture. a 

An induſt rious ſkilful Inſtructor will meliorate Nature, > 
as far as it is capable; and the Attainments of Profici 1 
ents will ever be in Proportion to the Pains and g. 1 
Management of the Teacher, eſpecially when Learn- / 
ers join their utmoſt Endeavours, and ftrive with 1. 
Earneftneſs to receive and digeſt Inſtruction: And in- a 
deed, without a mutual Concurrence of Maſter and NF 
Scholar, the Work of Erudition will never run ſmooth- : 
ly on: There muſt be a joint Endeavour in it; as the 1 

one labours to inſtil Knowledge, ſo muſt the other to 
imbide it. - 
lt cannot be here unſeaſonable to recommend to all : 
Scholars and Pupils, who are defirous to acquit them- l 
ſelves with juſt Applauſe, that they would make their g 
Buſineſs their Delight, and not account it their 175 f 

and Buriben, as knowing, that in their induflrious und 
attentive Diſpateh of it is wrapt up all their Happineſs. 
Let them conſider to what End they are ſent to 
Schools and Colleges, how great their Hork, how ſhort 
{ 
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and almoſt all People? What Havock has the Maſig- 
nity of it made among us ia this Age? What hopeful: 
young Perſons has it debauch'd and brought to the 
Period of their Lives, when they were but juſt begin- 
ing to live? And tho? the Strength of Conftitution has 
in ſome withſtood the Shocks of frequent Exceſſes, dill 
Habit has introduced it into Nature; yet even there 
it has made Life a Burthen, depriving them of the 
true Reliſh of it by the painful Diſeaſes incident to 
latemperance. One would be apt to imagine, that it 
would be enough to create an Averſion in young Men, 
who are, no doubt, deftrous of long Life, Health, 
and happy Days, to be told, that the Exceſs of 
Drinking will mott effectually rob them of all theſe, 
and bring them to a melancholy if not a miſerable End; 
that tis a Vice ſo enſnaring, that if they come into, 
its Confines, they hardly ever retreat, and therefore; 
dangerous to be truſted, or ventur'd upon. - 

Let what has been ſaid ſuffice for the Scholaflick, 
Reader, with this Concluſion, That where Indufiry. 
and. ' Frugality prevail, there Learning, proſpers : For 
when no Pains are ſpared, nor Time waſted, in order 
to the Attainment of it, the Progreſs muſt be Ms” 
tionable, and the Increaſe come up to the Meaſure of 
ſuch, extraordinary and never-failing Means. On the 


other hand, where theſe ſucceſsful irtues bear little | 


Sway, Strictneſs of Diſcipline is in its State of Declenfi- 
on: And as that waxeth faint, Remiſsneſs and Sloth, 
thoſe deſtructive Weeds to the Growth of good Liter- 
ature, bs ber: 


— 
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Ta the SOLDIER, 


HE Gentleman SOLDIER. will receive. in 
good Part what is intended to do him Service. 

[t is to adviſe the employing his ſpare Time to. ſome. 
good Purpoſe or other; not throwing it away, as of 
no Value: or Account with him; and alſo to fave and 
lay up. the Overplus of his PAY ; and tho' that of, 
5 C4 the 
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the common Centinel be indeed ſmall, yet he may, 
by the Skill of frugal Management, by little and little, 
lay up againſt an evil Day. The Intervals of Time 
Which all Soldiers have from Duty, if mduftriouſly 
and honeſtly made ufe of, to the utmoſt they are cap- 
able, would at the Year's End furniſh ſomething worth 
looking upon, the very Sight of which would afford 
more Pleaſure and Satisfaction than they have enjoy'd 
throughout the paſt Year, by humouring an idke, care- 
leſs, and Laviſh Diſpoſition, which is a Sin that fo 
eaſily beſets a Soldier when he 18 off from Duty, that, 
_ unleſs he will employ a Part of his Courage to over- 
come that formidable_Enemy, it will be continually 
beating up his Quarters, and never ceaſe, till it has 
carried him away captive, and forced him to the Com- 
miſſion of what will rob him either of his Peace or 

his Pence, and very often of both, 

When a Man hath more Time than his Employ- 
ment requires, he is greatly under the Power of Sen- 
ſual Defires and Appetites, and without a great deal 
of Self-denial, and a Refoluiion ſufficient to exerciſe 

it to good Effect, his Propenſities will be too prevalent 
for him. Nature in all its Cravings is ſo violent, that 
where it finds a Poſſibility of being gratify'd, all the 
Powers of Reaſon alone, without the Help of a very 
vigorous Reſolution, prove frequently ineffectual. 
Soldiers need not be told this Truth; they have daily 
Experience of it; and happy would it be for them to 
be as much upon their own Guard againſt the Temp- 
tations of their idle Time, as they are in the Executi- 
on of their Duty. And in doing fo, a double Advan- 
tage would ariſe, becauſe the Means to avoid Miſpend- 
ing our Time is the Way to employ it to Advantage: 
For as it is very rare to waſte our Time without the 
Expence of Money; fo we not only ſave but gain it, 
by a good and induſtrious Uſe of it. 
Is it not great Pity to obſerve what a Conſumption 
of Time and Expence-of Money there is among our 
Soldiers at this Day, by Drinking, Gaming, Sporting, 
or idle Sauntering, and that not only among the Com- 
mon Sort of them, whoſe well-boned Limbs TN 
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for Labour, but even the Officers, whoſe Liberal E- 
ducations have prepared them for the Pleaſures of the 
Mind, by Reading and Study? They would find their 
Account at the Year's End, if they would diſcipline 
themſelves, in this ReſpeR, as they do their Centmels. 
They can, if they pleaſe, ſubject their Minds, their 


Wills and AﬀeQtions, to the Rules of Reaſon, Pru- 


dence; and Conveniency, without putting Neceſſity 
into the Caſe, tho' it often will creep in unavoidably. 
What Good would accrue to themſelves and the coin 
mon Soldiery, would they reſolve to be the gallant 
Leaders of a Reformation, and ſtrive by Example, In- 
ſpection, and Counſel, to manage and improve their 
teifure Hours, ſave needleſs Expence, and ſo bring 
Induſiry and Frugality into Martial Eſteem and Re- 
putation. | 

Could the Soldier be once perſuaded to be ſo mugh 
his own Friend, as to make the moſt of his ſpare Time, 
and manage his Expence by the Art of Sawing, how 
happy would be his Mind! how healthy his Body ! 
how full his Purſe! What Honour and Eſteem would 
always attend him! And when «ll theſe ſhall be added 
to a Britiſh Courage, how Conſummate a Generation 
of Gentlemen-Ss/diers would Great Britain be bleſs'd 
withal! And nothing is requiſite towards the Attain- 
ment of all this, and to make us a Nation thus happy 
in our Military Men, but Minds willing and reſolved 
to encounter perverſe Inclinations, diſorderly Affecti- 
ons, ungovernable Appetites, and unruly Lufts, which 
ſo much difturb the Peace of the World. Theſe are 
the rank Weeds which of. themſelves ſpring up in 
Minds uncultivated, and unemploy'd : When our 
Thoughts are buſied about the laudable Things of 
Life, and induſtrioufly at Work to ſucceed in our En- 
terpriſes, thefe Peſts of Human Society and Converſe 
are either extinguiſhed, or ſo over-ruled, as not to 
moleſt or hurt us. Why then ſhould not the Soldier 
be as much fired with ambitious Deſires to overcome 
bimſelf as to conquer his Enemy, ſince the Wiſeſt of 


Men hath aſſured us, That he that ruteth bi; Spirit ts | 


greater than be that tareth a City, 
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It ought not to be omitted to remind the Soldier, 
that if no Worldly Conſiderations will prevail with 
him to forbear the Conſuming that Overplus of Time 
his, Profeſſion ſpares him, in what is either not allow- 
able or commendable, there will be an After-Reckon- 
ing for all thoſe valuable Minutes that have been trifled 
away or miſpent. Twill be a double Account, when 
the Gocd he might have done, and the Evil he hath 
done, ſhall be brought as a two-fold Charge upon him: 
He will therefore do well to bethink himſelf in Seaſon 
how he will be able to anſwer his daring to omit the. 
one, or preſuming to perpetrate the other: And let him 
not delude hunſe!? by entertaining Atheiſtical Notions, 
with Deſign to ſtifle theſe alarming Apprehenfions. 
It may indeed ſerve for preſent Amutement, or, like 
a Popiſh Indulgence, to quiet his Mind, whilſt he is. 
under the pleaſing Impreſlion of SenſuatGratifications ; 
but, be may depend upon it, that, when the Defire is 

gone off, by age or otherwiſe, fearful and awakening, 
Thoughts will croud in upon his abuſed Mind, to his: 
Confulion in this World, and Deſtruction in the other, 
unleſs a timely Reformation and ſevere Repentance . 
prevent it. 


— — 


To the TRADES MAN. 


Ho tell the TRADESMAN be ſhould give 
Preference to Induſtry and Frugality, or to per- 


ſuade him to the Practice of them, may well be thought 


impertinent, ſince theſe are as much the Eſſentials of 
his Trade, as the Skill and Art of it is. But ever 
ſince Farr Trading began to turn into foul! Tricking, 
and Men, by the Artifice and Cunning. of Stock- Job- 
bing, and out-witting one another, got Eftates with- 
aut the honeft Helps of Indu/try and Frugalily, what. 
a, prodigal Waſte-both of Time and Money hath neceſ- 
farily enſued ? For where little Fains have been taken, 


Money goes with as much Eaſe as it was got, not like 


thoſe which have been acquired by the induſtriou and 


frugat 


* 
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frugal Hand, For, when Eſtates have been honeftly 
and painfully gotten, they are ſaid, by Way of Me- 
taphor, to wear like Iron. On which Account, and to 


give ſome Check to the Increaſe of ſuch Corrupttons | 


in Trade, in order to the Recovery ot its priſtine State, 
*tis hoped the honeſt fair 'Frader will not think him- 
ſelf ill-treated, to be told, That if he frequently 
would ponder in his Mind how hard it 1s, in the good 
old Way of Commerce and Traffick, to get a Penny, 
and how eaſy it is to end a Pound, he would effectual- 
ly be perſuaded not to part with his Pound, but for a 
Pound's worth, and to gain as many Pence, as by his 
Skill and Induſtry he is able. | 

A TRrADESMAN's Bufineſs is to buy and fell, and 
by means of a reaſonable Prefit to be enabled to live 
for the preſent, and lay up for the future. He mutt 
ever bear in Mind, that he is not ſure that all he gets 
will abide by him; but certain may he- be, that all 
which goes out for Subſiſtence will never return again. 
Profit is precarious; the Needs of Life are fixed and de- 
termined, This wants no Illuſtration: The YFartety 
of Liffes a Trader is liable to, by Truſting at Land, 
and Adventuring by Sea, by periſhable Commodities, 
and Perils from Thieves and Fire, makes it manifeſt, 
that he is ſet in the midſt of Contingencies, and ſub- 
jected to ſo many fortuitous Events, that his utme/f 
Precaution, aſſiſted with an indefatigable Induſtry, is 
but barely ſufficient to guard him againſt all the Evils 
that his hazardous Circumſtances ſubjeQ-him to ; but 
that ſometimes, when concurring Cauſes meet, to 
draw on Diſappointments, the moſt vigorous Efforts to 
withſtand them are baffled and beat back; and the 


Man who but Yeſterday valued himſelf worth 7%. 


_ fands, is To-day eſteemed at nothing. Can any one 


that is ſet in ſo ſlippery a Place not take Heed to his 


Steps? Hath he Leiſure to laviſh away either Time or 
Money, when he hath no real Claim to either ? For 
whilſt all he has under his Management is in Hazard, 
how can he call any Thing his own? Commerce has 
always a Debtor and Creditor Side; as he trufts others, 
ſo he is truſted by others; and till the Game is up, 
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and a Ballance made, either by Death or ſome other 
_conclufive Event, of the Sueceſs of his paſt Negotiati- 
ons, i cannot be known on which Side he land with 
the Worl 
The foregoing Confderation extremely condemns 
the expenſive Way of Living of our trading People; 
the ſtrange Fondneſs they have in imitating with Eager- 
neſs the Gentry and Quality in their Variety. of Ap» 

arel and Dreſs; in the Furniture of their Houſes ; 
in their frequent and expenſive Entertainments and 
Diverſions, Surely it was much better for the Trad- 
ing World, when men minded their Commercial, and 
Women their domeſtick Affairs, with ſuch Application 
and Induſtry, and with ſuch Inſpection and Frugali!y, 
as not to find either Hearts or Leiſure to be fo vain as 
to move out of their Sphere, to be thought what they 
themſelves knew they were not. When our trading 
Forefathers attired themſelves, with a manly Decency 
in Dreſs becoming their Station; when they found all 
their Time and Pains little enough for the honeſt 
Diſcharge of their Buſineſs, and inſtructing their Chil- 
dren and Servants; and had none to prate away at 
Coffee Houſes and needleſs Viſits; then was the Time 
that Tradeſmen looked and lived like Tradeſmen, and 
thriv'd accordingly. Bankruptcy was then under ſuch 
Contempt, that a Man would chooſe to feed almoſt on 
Bread and Mater, rather than be brought to ſuch Ig- 
nominy. How rare was it in thoſe Days.to hear of a 
Man's failing or becoming Bankrupt ; whereas, by 
being common, it has ſo greatly added to the Hazards 
of Trade, that tis not eaſy now. to diſtinguiſh who 
are ſafe and who otherwiſe. 

The chief Cauſe of this great Evil, which cannot. be 
enough lamented, is moſt certainly the Decay of In- 
duftry and Frugality, among thoſe who are ſo peculiar- 
ly concern'd, to keep up the Spirit and Life of them 
to the utmoſt Degree of Strength and Vigour: For in 
vain do they think to throw their Miſcarriages.on. the 
Side of Misfortune, when it is ſo plainly on that of 
Mijmanagement; and *till that be amended, we muſt 
neyet expect to ee our former frugal induftri ious Days 
return. | * 


Ws 


Tt may not be amiſs to mention here that falſe per- 
micioars Notion, ſo frequently given out by ignorant 
or defigning Men, that becauſe great Expence and 

laviſh Layings-out in the Ware and Tare of Life, vis. 
Food, Raiment, Cc. occaſion a great Circulation of 
Money ainong us, therefore it 1s for the general Good 
of the whole Community, that every Individual ſhould 
ſerd his Money going as ſoon as tis got: Than which 
nothing can be more abſurd 'and oppoſite to Truth, 
and the Reaſon ef Things; it being evident that 'twas 
ever, and ſtill is, the true Intereſt of a manufacturing 
trading Feople to conſume as little as they can upon 
themſelves, that they may have the more to vend A- 
broad to neighbouring Natizns and Foreign Parts; and 
the more Gold and Silver will be returned, to the In- 
creaſe of our Caſh at Home. A regular Circulation 
of Money is as neceffary in the Body Politick, as that 
of the Blood in the Body Natural; but an Exceſs of 
Flux, or Stagnation, are alike dangerous to both. 
Tis a great Miſtake to think a Nation is enrich'd by, 
its Iphabitants Trading with, and getting Eſtates by 
one another, ſince what one Man eins another loſes: 
But when a People, fituated for foreign Traffick, as 
we are, and all Hands at Work to ſupply the Calls 
and Demands of it, content themſelves with frugal 
Allowances for their own Conſumption, that ſo they 
may the better afford Penny-worths Abroad, and un- 
der-ſell others; this is the Way, and the on/y one, to 
enrich themſelves, 

Our Neighbours of the United Provinces preach and 
practiſe this Doctrine, and feel the good Effects of it; 
they are as intent to /, as they are active to get, 
and will never allow of a ſepara ion between our two 
enriching Virtues. They will tell you, that Saving 
is tn every Man's Power, tho Gaining is not: We are 
ſure of the one, but very uncertain of the other, and 
conclude in Opinion and Practice, that Frugality is the 
more ſure Pillar to ſupport any People. The Foun- 
dat ion of that formidable Ste was at firſt laid in all the 
Maxims of Frugality, without which it had not been 

ꝓoſſible for them, in the Condition they were-reduced 
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td, to have begun or carried on their Eſtabliſhment, 
and continved in it to this Time; it being an allows 
ed Truth, that there never appeared ſuch an Inſtance 
of the Force and Power of FRUGALIT , as in the 
Conduct of the States General of the United Nether- 
lands, eſpecially at the firſt Formation of that Guvern- 
ment, 

There ſeems to be at this Day among the trading 
Part of this Nation ſuch a general Looſe given to an 
extravagant expenſive Humour, that if inftead of a 
Check being put to it, by the Example of ſome of the 
moſt Conſiderable and the Wiſer among us, getting out 
of the Crowd, and taking Courage to be conſpicuous 
in their Reſolutions and attempts to diſcountenance and 
reform the Evil, it ſhould be ſuffered toincreaſe, and 
fix at laſt in an #nwveterate Habit, it muſt of Courſe fol- 
low, that there will not be that Diffuſion of Wealth a- 
mong us as there ovght to be among a People where 
Liberty and Property are preſerved, But as the Rich- 
es of thoſe who accumulate will increaſe, ſo will the 
Indigence of the Profuſe ; and the latter will, by De- 
grees, ſo out-number the former, as ſome Time or o- 
ther to endanger the publick Peace: For Penury and 
Want is a State of great Temptation, and when a /ma!/l 
Part is very rich, and a diſproportionable Part very por, 
the Body-Politick is in a diſeaſed Condition. Our Rich - 
es are to the State what our anima! Spirits are to our 
Bodies; there ought to be ſuch a diffuſive Overſpread- 
ing the whole, as not to leave any Part uninvigorated ; 
and when all Parts partake according to their reſpec- 
tive Requiſites, the whole Frame is in J'une and Har- 
mony. 

Moreover, this laviſh ſquandering Temper does, in 
the very Nature and Tendency of it, deſtroy the true 
Spirit of INDUSTRY, and in lieu diſpoſe» to Artifice 
and Craft: For we cannot conſume our Money with- 
out our Time; ſo that to the Trader 'tis not only a 
double Loſs, but all the while that he is upon the ex- 
penſive Pin, he is playing away the very Diſpoſition 
to Diligence and Induſiry ; and when that's gone, fare- 

well to all fair Ways and Means of Subſiſtance ; Tricks 
and 
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and Cunning muſt come in Place of upright Dealing, to 
ſupport a Life of Slot/ and Lazineſs, 

It is out of all Queſton, that Ixx Ds r RV and Favu- 
GALITY mult go Hand in Hand, and be made equal- 
ly aſſiſting to the Proſperity of all that are engaged in 
Trade and Commerce; the one cannot ſubſiſt without 
the other: For what will a great /n/u/lry ſignify, in or- 
der to be rich or get a Competency, if we do not /ave 
and lay up what we get; and to be ſure, till Induſtry 
has done its Part, and got ſomewhat to /ave, there is 
no room for the Exercife of Frugality, 

*T'is ſtrange, that this Age ſhould fo differ from the 
Former; that thoſe who know and experience the Pains 
and Fatigue, the Anxiety and Hazard, of getting in a 
Way of Trade, ſhould in theſe Days ſpend fo freely and 
ſo eaſily, when in the former they gained with more 
Eaſe, and ſpent /e/s freely; and 'twes ever obſerved, 
that the moſt confiderable Gainers were the greateſt Sa- 
vers, This muſt needs come, in a great Meaſure, from 
that ruinous Practice of many of our Traders, eſpeci- 
ally new Beginners, that they /pend in their Way and 
Manner-of living in Proportion to their prefent Gain, 
not conſidering, that no Man can call what he gets 18 
own, till he has done trading; and therefore 'ti!! then 
he ought to ſtudy, by all the Rules of Fruzality, to 
live upon as little as may be, becauſe he is intitled to 
no more, fince he cannot teil whoſe it 1s that he is 
ſpending, whether his own or his Creditors. 

Trading People ſhould conſcientiouſly conſider this: 
For if a Man at the Beginning of his Negotiations, 
ſhould, becauſe he is proſperous, preſently put himſelf 
into fuch a Way of living, as if the Gain and Profit 
of his Trade was as much aſcertain'd and ſecur'd as 
Land-Rents and Intereſt; and afterward, the Scene 
happening to change, he ſhould become as unſucceſs- 
ful as he was fortunate before, and unavoidably fo in- 
volved in Debts as not able to ſatisfy them, are not 
all his firſt unneceſſary and ſuperſiuous Expences as juſtly 
ro be charged upon him, as ſo much wrongfully taken 
from thoſe he is indebted to? Yes ſurely ! tis not 
the Manner of wrongfully taking from my ang 
| | | that 
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hat alters the Nature of the Injuſtice of it: Circus 

ſtances may extenuate or aggravate a Crime, but the 
Nature and Guilt of it remains. | 

As Tradeſmen would therefore willingly be ſucceſs- 

ful in their Buſineſs, let them tranſact it in ſuch a 
Manner as is moſt likely to make it proſperous: Let 
Induſtry and Frugality have their perfect Work in them, 
ever liſtening to theſe Calls and Dictates, and in a 
continual Readineſs for Exerciſe. As they would #6- 
tain the End, let them uſe the Means, not faintly, but 
with all their Force, freely reſigning themſelves up to 
the ſole Guidance and Direction of theſe two never- 
failing Virtues: For, in whomſoever they reſide, they 
effectually remove all Obſtructions that would other- 
wiſe hinder a Man from being wiſe and wealthy ; for 
what ſhould hinder his being fo, if he inceſſantly, 
and with unwearied Induſtry, in the Uſe of proper 
Means, labours to attain them? When the Powers of 
human Nature are exerted to the utmo/?, it is hardly 
conceivable what they are able to perform. 
If the concurring Mears appointed by Providence 
be rightly made Uſe of, by the utmoſt a reſolute, un- 
daunted, enterprizing Mind 1s capable of, for the Ac- 
compliſliment of any Event within the Reach of human 
Attainment, it rairly ever fails of the wiſh'd Succeſs. 
Miſcarriages are uſually owing to Miſmanagement, 
either thro' want of ſufficient Attention, Attendance, 
or timeing Matters as they ought, or to ſome Defici- 
ency OT other in thoſe. who tranſact. 

Let us look a little into the Defects of our Tradeſ- 
men at this Day, and fee how much they ſwerve from 
the true Maxims oi Trade. Is there that Attendance, 
Sollicitude, and Earneſtneſs, in the Diſpatch of Buſi- 
neſs as heretofore ? Is it not too much left to the Care 
of Servants? and can it be ſuppoſed, that they ſhould 
tranſact with a Spirit as intent and zealous as he that 
4s to reap the Benefit of it? How are neceflary Mat- 
ters prograſtinated and delay'd, or not allow'd that 
fufficient Time they requife, in order to a ſucceſsful 
Event; Inſtead of riſing up early, and cating the Bread 
ef Carefulneſs, by perſonally ſuperviſing their 9 

, ; * N ; go 


3 1 
do they not ſleep away the Mornings and drink away 
the Evenings? and do the Intervals, when the Time 
allow'd for ſupplying the natural Needs of Life is de- 
ducted, afford more than what the Coffee-houſes lay 
claim to by cuſtomary Due? So habituated are they 
to a daily reſort thither, that one Omiſſion is a Pen- 
nance too great to be undergone, without a ſenſible 


Regret. How defeQive are many in keeping, their 
Books of Accounts? the doing of which as it ought, . 


is of the laſt Import to a Tradeſman. This Truth 


hath been manifeſted by the many imperfect Books 


which have been produced to Creditors upon a Failure 
or Bankruptcy. How ready and forward are they to 


give Credit, when the Buyer, for the ſake of being 


irufled, agrees to an encouraging Price, regarding 


not the Proverb, That /ight Gain makes a beavy Purſe; 


but, in haſte to be rich, they trutt. any one for great 
Gain, tho” they afterward ruin their Cuſtomer to get 
their Money, and many Times get it not. How com- 


mon an Error is it now for Men to trade beyond their 


Stocks, running themſelves into Debt, without a Proſ- 
pect of making their Payments in reaſonable Time, 
thereby expoſing themſelves to the Plague of importu- 


nate Duns and the Attachments of the Law? and when 


it once comes to hat, ten to one but it ends in Ruin. 


Theſe are ſome of our Traders wrong Meaſures, which 
muſt needs very much contribute to Mens coming ſhort . 
in the World; and were it nicely enquired into and 


obſerved, we ſhould find, that Misfortunes befal them 


ther Reaſon or Cauſe they can or do pretend to aflign. 


If Men would be indu/trious to get, and content with 
moderate Gain, and ſave all they con veniently could, 


they would ſoon find themſelves in better Circumftan- 
ces than they can at preſent ſuppoſe, and 'till by Ex- 


perience they prove the Truth of it, will hardly be- 


lieve. Tis all wrong to think, that Men in Trade 


and Buſineſs are to live like Gentlemen: There are in- 


* deed different Degrees of Tradeſmen, there will ac- 
ge be as different Ways of fiving ; but it be- 
 hoves 401 


theſe, whilſt 755 continue to be ſuch, to 


look: 
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Took to the main Afair, and make every Thing ſub- 
ſervient to that ; to ſacrifice their Inclinations to Eaſe 
and Pleaſure, and make the promoting their Intereft, 
and providing for their Families, which is their Duty, 
to be tifeir greateſt Delight, and account every unne- 
ceſſary Avocation from Buſineſs a /tealing from bis 
Stock; for a T radefman's Time is much too valuable 
to be ſpent to no Advantage, | 

The Sum of all is, that whoſoever will enter the 
Lifts of Trade and Commerce, muſt take up ſuch firm 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions of conforming themſelves to 
the true Maxims of it, as may ſubdue and keep under 
all thoſe irregular Defires and Appetites that are apt 
to come in the Way, and to interrupt the orderly 
Courſe and earneſt Purſuit of the real Advantages of 
it. They muſt ſummon their beſt Thoughts for Con- 
trivance, exert all their Powers for Tranſaction, and 
by a patient and induſtrious Attendance thereon, wait 
for the Ifſue and Event of their Undertakings; and 
all the while they ate thus buſily employ'd in Gaining, 
ſo muſt they as much advert to the Point of Saving: 
In this there is more Art and Skill than is commonly 
imagin'd: People are apt to miſtake it for a niggard!y 
narrow Spirit; and becauſe this is under a general 
Diſlike and Diſreputation, to avoid the Scandal of it, 
they overlook and paſs by the right Paths that lead to 
our frugal Syflem, and by Degrees get into the little 
Ways of Expenfivene/s, which brings them inſenſibly 
at laſt into the Road of Preſuſe neſs, wherein ſo many 
fatally periſh. | | 


To the SAILOR. 


" "OO AILORS will come under a twofold Confider- 
ation; for they not only ſail, but, upon Occaſi- 

on, fight, for their Country. They are the marine 
Defenders, as well as the Navigators, of our britiſh 

and hibernian Iſlands; and as ſuch deſerve a double 

Portion of ReſpeQ and Honour; being Men of ſuch 
| . e com- 
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complicated Merit, in reſpect to their laborious, ſkil- 
ful, and hazardous Profeflion, as to be eſteemed their 
Country's Glory and Renown, And if any Thing that 
ſhall be here offer'd to them ſhall dd them to be 
as much their own Friends as they are their Country's, 
it will complete their Character, by adding great 


Wiſdom and Prudence to their other heroick good Qua- 


lities, which will attract Affection as well as Admira- 
tion, | 

If our good Sailors would fer, in the Conduct of 
their Lives, by the Rules and Directions of our cele- 
brated Virtues of Induſtry and Frugality, as they do 
by their Compaſs when they are ſailing ſteady before a 
Wind, their Pockets would then be as full of Money, 
as their Hearts are of Courage, They would then 
keep with Care and Caution what they get with fo 
much Toil and Hazard. But it is far otherwiſe with 


moſt of our Sea-faring Families, who ever were for 


croſſing the common Proverb, lightly come, lightly ge- 


They get, it is notorious, with much Pain, and ſpend 
moſt profuſely, "Twill be difficult to account for this: 
prepoſterous Practice, or to aſſign any Cauſe. for it, 
unleſs it be that, their Reftraint and Confinement an 


Shipboard diſpoſes them, when they come aſhore, to 


the greater Liberty and Laviſhneſs; or, that being 


accuſtomed to the jovial Converſation of a Ship's Crew 
when at Sea, their Inclinations ſtand bent to expenſive 
Company-keeping when got to Land, And becauſe 
tis a much greater Difficulty to ſtem the Tide of one 
Inclination than many Waters; and being Strangers 
to Self-denial, thinking it inconfiſtent with the Happi- 
neſs of Life to diſpleaſe themſelves if they can 2/0 


avoid it, they eaſily yield to Cuſtom, and are prevail- 


ed upon, by a natural Propenfity, to ſpend with Pleg- 


ſure on Land what they have gut with Pain at Sea. 


But, be the Cauſe what it will, the Reaſons againſt it 


are ſo obvious and cogent, that, if Men would ſuffer 


their Under ſtandings to influence their Wills, they 
would ſcorn to be captivated by a /itile paltry Arprtite, 
and be puſnid on to the Gratification of it, at the, Ex- 
* pence of three ſuch valuable Things as Hea/th, Time, 

and Money, D 2 | et 


Let: 
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Let any Sailor ſit down and reckon, on the one 
and, how much he has thrown away that might have 
en /qved'; and, on the other, how much this might 
have teen encreaſed in ſuch ſmall Adventures as every 
common Sailor is allow'd ; and if he be of a true briti/h 
Spirit, he will be ready to fall hu with himſelf for his 
Folly and Madneſs, But 'tis to be fear'd, that neither 
Sailors nor others, who have needleſſly and vainly 
ſquander'd away much Money, care to come to hat 
Account ; they have no Mind to ſee the Sore, nor have 
it heal'd, but conclude, like Deſperadoes, over Shoes, 
over Boots ; and ſo go on to their Lives End, without 
one Serious Reflection, ſpending as faſt as they get 
and conclude, that becauſe it is their own, they may 
diſpoſe of it as they pleaſe, without being in any wiſe 
accountable for fo doing. 
To ſuch miſtaken Gentlemen it muſt be ſaid, that 
if they would afford themſelves Leifure to think, they 
would eaſily collect the following Thoughts: That 
** the All-wife Providence, who provides for the whole 
Creation, hath alloted to every Man his Work and 
Buſineſs for procuring what is needful for Subſiſt- 
ence, and hath made it an indiſpenſable Duty that 
we ſhould attend ſuch Work and Bufineſs beartily 
and with all our Might, becauſe we know not how 
ſhort the Time of our Working may be: Sickneſs, 
and the many evil Accidents we are liable to, may 
incapacitate us: And if we live to Old-Age we are 
ſure to be unable. So that while we are in our 
Health and Strength, we ought to make the moit of 
our Time, to be very induſtrious in gerting and - 
ing up a ſufficient Proviſion againſt the Evils of Life; 
and while we are in the beſt of our Days, to fare as 
ſparingly as may be, contenting ourſelves with the 
Conveniencies, if not, with the Veceſſuries of Life, 
that ſo our Layings-uh may afford us ſuch Comforts 
in our Diſtreſſes and languiſhing State, as we then 
ſhall ſtand moſt in need of, and without which we 
muſt inevitably be miſerable.” | 
The Sailor needs not be told the Advantages of his 
Profeſſion, or how to make them; to be well . 
| an 
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and firmly reſolved is more neceflary. But his firſt 
Work muſt be that of Preparation, to remove all Ob- 
ſtructions that he in the Way, and which hinder him 
from making thoſe Advantages ; and when thai's done, 
he will not only be at Liberty, but attentive and in- 
duſtrious in the Purſuit of his re /nrere/}P, Now, the 
grand Point to weather, as preparatory to the main 

nd, is, to be his own Maſter ; to acquire ſuch a Com- 
mand over /imje/f, and all his Faculties, as to be able 
to ſet himſelf clear from the Slavery and Tyranny of 
Habit and Cu/tom, The great Difficulty of doing which, 
is in the forming a vigorous Refolution to artempt it, 
The pernicious and long Practice of our Sailors empty- 
ing their Purſes as ſoon as they are fill'd, is, no doubt, 
come to be ſo inveterate a Habit, that, unleſs a Man 
ſummon all his Powers to ſecond ſuch a Reſolution, 
twill be found too ſtubborn to be eafily ſubdu'd. 
They know the Folly and Unreaſonableneſs of the 
Thing, they are ſenſible of the Inconvenience and 
Miſchief that attends it, and they have oft felt the 
Smart and Uneaſineſs of it; yet the Knowing and Feel- 
ing all this is not of itſelf ſufficiently available to the 
Rooting it out. Nothing ſhort of ſuch a peremptory 
Determination of the Mind, as may force the Will into 
Subjection to the Dictates of Reaſon and Neceſſity, 
will be able to affect the Work thoroughly and to 
Purpoſe. 


If ought can be offered to excite the honeſt Sailor 


to come to an effectual Reſolution of keeping his Mo- 
ney, it muſt be the Conſideration of the different Con- 
ditions of thoſe who no ſooner receive but ſpend it, 
and thoſe who when they have get it /ay it up till 
their Exigencies call for it. The former prefers a 
ſew Fits of Mirth and Jollity, ſo ſoon as he finds his 
Purſe will afford it, tho' he undergo the grating and 
mortifying Penance of a pennyleſs Condition afterward, 
before the ſweet and deleQable Satisfaction of Mind 
which the latter enjoys, from the Conſideration, that 
he hath got hat in his Pocket which will prove a bet- 
ter Friend to him, ina needful Time, than is to be met 


Vith in the World befides; If the Sailor would then 


be 
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be perſuaded to let his Thoughts run over the Parti- 
culars of theſe two /o tifferent Conditions, and weighs 
well the mighty Odds between them, it would not 
fail to fix in him Reſolutions agreeable to his Intereſt. 

How miſerable the Man that can find in his Heart 
to barter away all the ſolid Comforts of Life, for ſuch 
Dreams of Fleaſure as come from Wantonneſs and 
Wine, which, when he has enjoy'd to the utmoſt of 
his Defires, he is as far from Satisfaction, as he was at 
the beginning of the Debauch, but finds at his Heels 
the ghaſtly Attendants of a looſe and vicious Life, Di. 
eaſes of Body and Diſorders of Mini; the diſmal Proſ- 
pe& of a wretched Remainder of Life, and the Fears 
and Terrors of a ſad Cataſtrophe at the Approach of 
Death! But how comfortable the Condition of that 
wiſer he, that places in his higheſt Eſteem the manly 
and ſubſtantial Delights, to be found only with hoſe 
who purſue in theyr Lives the true Ends of Living, 
which is to enjoy as many of the good Things of the 
World as their Condition in it will allow and permit, 
and to provide againſt the certain Occaſions and con- 
tingent Evils that this mortal State makes us ſubject 
to; and who hath in the greateſt Contempt, the hu- 
mouring his vain and fantaſtic Defires in what he not 
only requires not, and can live wi:/hout, but is in Duty 
bound, 'by.the Ties of Religion, Reaſon, and Intereſt, 
to deny himſelf of! BEE | 

Would our britiſh Sailors but once declare on the 
Side of /ndu/try and Frugality, and manage their Tack 
with as much AﬀeQion as Courage, we might reaſon- 
ably conclude, that our two tranſcendant Virtues: 
would with Wind and Tide run into Eſteem and Repu- 
tation : For if once the maritime Fraternity, who- 
were ever fr/t in the Liſt of every Free-hearted Perſon, 
and as ready to part with as receive Money, ſhould. 
ſet up for careful Savers, as well as painful Getters, 
their Example would in all Likelihood be ſufficiently 

attractive to draw many of our other expenſive People 
to an Imitation of them: And then what Glory wovld. 
accrue to our brave Sailors, not only for having made 
the firſt Attack, to get into the Way of being wiſe and 
"tb 8 | wealiby, 
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wealthy, but, by Raving been ſucceſsful therein, be 


the Occaſion of others becoming ſo! But, whatever 
Benefit may ariſe to others by their Example, they 
will be ſure to make themſelve; and Families happy: 
They'll be able en to leave their Wives and Children 
wherewith to live comfortably while they are at Sea, 
freed from the Temptations they muſt inevitably be 
expoſed to when left without a Sufficiency for Subſiſ- 
tence till they return. They'll then be capable of 
breeding up their Children well, and fitting them to 
live handſomely in the World. And then how wel- 
come will ſuch a Huſband and ſuch a Father he to a 
Family, when he returns ſafe from his hazardous 
Voyage ! What Endearments will reciprocally paſs 
between them! How will every one's Heart be filled 
with Joy and Gladneſs at their Meeting! Let the Sail- 
or now paſs his Judgment, and ſay whether or no, if 
theſe be the natural Effects of ſaving and improwing 
all he can of his little Gettings, it be not ten thous 
ſand Times rather to be choſen, than the preſent ran- 
dom and unaccountahle Way of Life of moſt of our pre- 
ſent ſea-faring People. 

Were it to be hoped, that the Generality of Britiſh 
Mariners could be made to add to their Skill and 
Courage Wiſdom and Wealth, by becoming induſtrious 
in the Improvement of their Time and Money, fo as 
to make the moſt of it, according to the Opportunity 
they have for ſo doing, and frugal in the /paring and 
ſaving what they get, and not part with it as they 
have been wont, much in Vanity and Folly, and not 
a little in Vice and Immorality, Great Britain might 
then boaſt of a Set of Sailors, not to be equall'd by any 
Nation upon Earth. 
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To the ARTIFICER. 


'RTIFICERS are one of the moſt uſeful 
Part of our Community, who- are employed in 
making and manufacturing not only what is e 
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for our own Uſe and Conſumption, but to ſupply the 
Demands of others from abroad: For we are ſo happily 
fituated, as to be capable of furniſhing ſufficient for 
our vu Wants, and to export a great Over-plus to 
oreipn Parts, | 2 
is theſe Artificers that enrich us: For what would 
all the natural Product of our Country ſignify, if /eir 
Hands did not add 4r: to Nature, and make it uſeful 
and ſerviceable to the World ? It follows, That, as 
they are more or leſs diligent and induftrious-ja-their 
ſeveral and reſpective Callings and Employments, they 
contribute more or leſs to the Benefit of the Publick. 
But it is the Unhappineſs of theſe u/eful People, that 
very few look beyond their preſent Wants. When 
they wan! they work ; but if they have enough to ſuf- 
fice for the preſent, they forbear 'till Neceffaty drives 
them to it again, - | 
Could it be calculated what theſe Men 4%, at the 
Rate they now work, and what they are capable of 
dcing ſhould they work as they might and ought, it 
would evidently appear, that a very great Addition of 
Health might accrue to the Nation, upon their acting 
the truly induſlricus Part, and working for ſomewhat 
to lay up, as well as for the preſent Spending, But, i? 
becauſe many of our Handycrafis hold the pernicious 
Doctrine of working from [land to Mouth, and the old 
Profeſſors of it are fo wedded to the Practice, that 
either thro* Habit they cannot, or from Ob/tinacy will 
not, be brought to the T houghts of Reformation, 
their Example hath ſuch Influence on others, that the 
lazy Doctrine is propagated from Generation to Gene- 
ration; ard the Practice being ſo agreeable to corre 
Nature, there will ever be a Succeſſion of ſlothful Dif- 
ciples. How few do we ſee who are ſo truly induſtri- 
«us and frugal, as to acquire wherewith to make com- | 
petent Proviſion for their Families: But fince ſome A 
there are, and conſequently more might be, who have 
ſo much the Welfare of them at Heart, as to be inde- 
' fatigable in their Endeavours to get and to fave ſuffi- 
cient, not only for the Needs, but Comforts of Lite, jt 
may be of Uſe towards increafing their Numer, 0 
offer theſe few Conſiderations; That 
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That the Artificer does never idle away or miſpen 
a Day, but he robs his Country and his „** of {5 
much as he might have got in that Day, had he been 
induſtriouſly employed in his Calling: And becauſe ſuch 
an idle Day is rarely paſt without Expence, whatever 
he then ſquanders away makes him doubly culpable : 
For when ſuch a Man is in Health and Strength, and 
able to work, on a working Day, and not hindered by 
if > any juſt Cauſe, he is in good Conſcience obliged to 
1 work. The Time allotted for Reſt, by Law and Cuſ- 
tom, is abundantly ſufficient for Refreſhment and Di- 
verſion, and he can be intitled to no more. All the 
reſt of his working Time he owes either to himſelf, as 
a ſingle unmarried Perſon, in making Proviſion for bis, 
own Wants, when he comes to be 24 his working; or 
to his Family, which moſt juſtly lays Claim to it. 
© Thoſe who have nothing to ſubſiſt on but their La- 
bour ſhould conſider, that altho' the Law enjoins eyer y 
Pariſh to provide for its POOR, and that, in caſe of 
extreme Neceſſity, this is a never-failing Source of Re- 
lief; or, that they have Friends or Relations to de- 
| pend upon, who are able, and may, from compaſſion- 
(+ ate Natures and charitable Motives, be willing to help 
them; yet they are under all the Ties of Reaſon, and 
4 good Conſcience, to do their utmoſt to prevent their 
ever being burthenſome or chargeable to either Pariſh 
or Friends. e 
If our Artificers were but truly in their own Intereſt, 
and would conſult the Eaſe of their Bodies, and the 
Peace of their Minds, they would be ſure to keep on 
in a daily Attendance upon, and a regular Diſcharge 
of, their Duty, in che Vocatigns to which they are | 
ſeverally called. For no Men work with more Indo- - 
lence thap thoſe who allow themſelves on all occaſions 
11 the Feſtivals and Holidays which they keep in com- 
mon with their Neighbours. Tis the frequent inter- 
mitting in a Courſe of Work and Labour that makes it 
irkſame, and uneaſy, while continued Exerciſe, with 
no more than the neceſſary Intervals, fo inures both 
Body and Mind to Fatigue, that tis attended to with- 
out the tealt ReluQance 5 Cuſtom and common Ufage 


ever 
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ever making hard and difficult Things light and eaſy. 
And then what Pleaſure is it to fit down in the Even- 
ing of a laborious Day, delighted with having done 
the Wagk of it, out of good Conſcience, with a ready 
and willing Mind, and in Conformity to the Laws of 
the whole Creation, that as every Thing was made for 
eme Uſe and Purpoſe, ſo Man was for Work and La- 
hour. This Confideratian affords more Content and 
SatisfaQion than can poſſibly be found in the Lives of 
thoſe whoſe Days are indemed, as it were, with Work 
and Play: For as their Fork is more toilſome, by 
reaſon of frequent Relaxations, ſo their Play is at- 
tended with ſuch miſgiving Thoughts, for having 
miſpent their Time and Money, that in the midſt of 
their Jollity they are often in Heavineſs; and when 
the Day and the Debauch are over, they fit down in 
Sadnefs, refle& upon their paſt Folly with Diſpleaſure, 
and return to.their Work again with Grief and Sor- 
row, 3-3 | ese 2994] 

One of the wiſeſt Things a Mechanick can do, is to 
keep his Mind ſo intent upon his Work, as not to ſuf- 
fer his Thoughts to wander on Things remote and 
out of his Sphere. *Tis not for him to flatter himſelf 
with the Life of Pleaſure, who is already conſigned to 
that of the Laborious; and 'tis vain and fooliſh to 
think of partaking of btb, and of interlarding their 
Lives, with taſting by turns of the one and the other. 
'The beſt and ſafeſt Way is to be R xj with, and 
wholly taken up in, minding-the Work and Buſineſs 
we are appointed to. He who makes the Art which 
he profeſſes his Delight will work at it without Weari- 
neſs, attend it with Willingneſs, and conclude it 
with Chearfulneſs; and he that fo aQs, is as bappy as 
an other Condition of Life can makehim, 
It would be of great Uſe co thoſe who live by their 
Art and Labour, to call frequently to Mind the difh- 
cult and perilous Events to which their Circumſtances 
are liable. The Welfare of ſuch a one's Family de- 
pends upon his Life and Health: If he loſes either, 
and. no Proyifion made beforehand, and God knows 
pory ow of them wake gay, to what Sue pg and 
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Wants is every one in it reduced! Who'can expreſs 
the Grief and Sorrow of that Father's Heart, who, 
upon the Bed of Sickneſs or Death, hears the Cries 
and Lamentations of his hungry Children, begging in 
vain, perhaps, for Bread! And how will it add to 
his heart-breaking Thoughts, when Conſcience ſhall 
temonſtrate and upbraid him for all his paſt Miſpend- 
ings of Time and Money, as the only Caufe of the 
gong Condition his poor Family is fallen under. 
ow much greater is the Guilt of ſuch a Man, than 
that of the common Robber upon the Road who takes a 
Purſe from pure Neceſlity ; and when he does this, 
uſually but a little at a Time, and of feveral Perſons 
- too, which much extenuates the Injury to any one of 
them in particular : Whereas in the Caſe of our Arti- 
ficer's frequent and continued unneceffary +Squander- 
ings, he brings a whole Family to the Eftremity of 
Indigence and Poverty ; and which muſt needs exceed- 
ingly aggravate it, 'tis his own----his own beloved Fa- 
mily, whom he was bound, by all the Law ſacred and 
civil, to ſupport and provide for. If our Handicrafts 
and Artificers would but ſuffer ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
to take Place in their Minds while they are in Health 
and Strength, twould ſurely be an Antidote againſt 
the. Poiſon of Miſpendings, and the frequent Return 
of ſuch Reflections could not but keep them to a con- 
flant as well as induftrious Exerciſe in their Vocations, 
for preventing ſuch a diſmal Scene of Woes as every 
idle Spendthrift is plunging himſelf into, by the natu- 
ral and neceſſary Tendency of all his Doings, 
__ *Tis great Pity that it ſhould be in the leaſt repug- 
nant to the Liberties of a free Government to conſtrain 
Men, by Force of Law, to follow their Work, and 
mind their Buſineſs: That ſuch who have nothing to 
live upon but their Art and Eabour ſhould not be 
compeld, if able, to be induflirivus and diligent in 
their ſeveral Vocations and Callings. For is it not 
moſt reaſonable, that they- ſhould be anſwerable to 
the Publick for their zcafte of Time and Money, ſince, 
if thereby they bring themſelves and Families to Ho- 
werty, they expect to * ſubſiſted and 8 
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that Publick ?. It is a Matter deſerving more. Regard ' 
than is uſually given to it, how much is needleſly, neg- 
tigent'y, and idly loft in not working ; and wainly and 
prof/ely Spent, in one Day, by the Truants of each 
and every of our ſeveral working Trades in the King- 
dom. A Man need have no better Eftate than what 
the SHOEMAKERS alone neglet to get and chooſe 10 
ſpend, upon any one of the fifty-two Mondays they 
fodliſhly play anvay in the Year. 18 
Certain it is, that would our Artificers, either from 
Conſcience, or Affection to their Families, or Love 
to their own Quiet and Eaſe, or, in Default of theſe 
Fig of Fear of Penalty, follow their proper Work and 
uſineſs, and forbear needleſs and idle Eæpences, while 
they are in the Vigour and Strength of their Age; 
our PooRS-RA TES, in a little Time, would not a- 
mount to a Tythe of what they now do: But ſo it is, 
and much is it to be pitied, that our handicraft Peo- 
ple, having a Liberty to neglect and forbear working 
whenever they will, and a Freedom to ſpend what 
they pleaſe, without any Compulſion to do what in 
them lies to prevent leaving their Wives and Children 
to the Parith, tis impoſſible but to expect that our 
Poor and our Rates muſt encreaſe together. | 
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E HUSBANDMAN, who is as much con- 
1 cern'd to promote, by the induſtrious and fru- 
gal W of his rural Affairs, the Proſperity 
of the whole Community as any other Member 
whatſoever, mult alſo come in for his Share in this 
' Addreſs. The Nature of his Concerns is ſuch, as 
will, not admit of the leaſt Neglect or Diſregard of 
two ſuch neceſſary Virtues. "The muſt tranſact his 
payers. ju Seaſon, and with all his Might, and huſ- 
and his Time and, his Money to the beſt Advantage; 
for herein the very Eſſence and Life of Agriculture 
conſiſts. Not but that it is, in itfelf, as much * 
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and Skill as any other Science, but there is ſuch a 
Connexion between it and Induſiry and Frugality, that 
to ſay. any one is a good Huſbandman, is the ſame as to 
ſay he is an induſtrious frugal one : For it is made up 
almoſt of Practice, very little of Theory, Many Books, 
tis true, have been publiſtid, of Directions in Huſ- 
bandry: But the Variety of Soils, the Difference in 
Culture, and the different Ways of Management pe- 
culiar almoſt to every County, makes general Inſtruc- 
tions almoſt uſeleſs. | 

Huſbandmen ſtand not in Need of being preſt to the 
Practice of Induſtry and Frugality, as tho' they were 
remiſs and negligent in the Uſe of them; but to be 
- perſuaded to increaſe therein, to double their Dili- 
gence, and to improve in the Art of Frupgality, They 
are both Virtues of ſuch a progreſſive Nature, where 
they are made: uſe of, as never to be at a Stand: For 
the more induſtrious and. frugd! any Man i,, the mor 
he quill be. On this Account the few Confiderations 
that follow may be acceptable: | F 608 

If there be Men in whom: dwells the Perfection of 
our two Virtues, they are moſt likely to be the Profef- 
ſors of Agriculture: For they, if any, arrive to ſuch an 
habitual Exerciſe of them, that the leaſt Relaxation 
from, or Diſuſe of it, is even irkſome to them. Men 
may certainly attain to ſuch a Degree of Induftry and 
 Frugality, by the long and continued Practice of them, 
as to eſteem it the great Pleaſure of their Lives to be 
converſant u ith them; and none are ſo ſoon. trained 
up to ſuch a Habit, as thoſe! whoſe Buſineſs-neceffarily 
accuſtoms:them to the Uſe. and Benefit of them. 
There is a great deal in-So/oman's Advice, Whatſo- 
ever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy Might; and 
it muſt import more than what is commonly underſtood 
by a curſory Reading, It is grounded, no doubt, on 
the Neceſſity of tranſacting. all Affairs in this World 
wit h the utmoſt Indufiry and Expedition, as conſidering 
we have not long to be in it at the /onge/} ; encompat- 
ſed about with ſuch Perils and Dangers, that we know 
not certainly that we have a Minute to live; that 
erery Day finds us more Work, if rightly purſued, 
Tous LN . E 3 4 than 
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than we can well compaſs, unleſs we do it with our 
Might, that our Natures inline us to Eaſe and Inac- 
evity-;- and that unleſs we anſwer to this wife Man's 
Advice, by doing every Thing. with Life and Spirit, 
we ſliall never come up to that Degree of /nduftry, as 
to ad from Choice, with Pleaſure and Delight; which 
we certainly ſhall when it is become ſo habitual to us, 
that we are uneaſy to be out of Action, and tired with 

As Induſtry furniſhes the laborious Part, ſo Fragality 
doth that of the Contriving ; and whereas tis ſaid, 
that Fortcaft is fometimes better than Working, ſo if 
our Huſbandman, by laying all Things together, ſhall, 
from the Reſult of thoughtful and deliberate Conſider- 
ation, exert his utmoſt Powers in the Contrirance, 
and be indefatigable in the Execution of his Affairs, 
ne cannot fail of proſperous Iſſues: For the divine 
Providence hath ſo annexed the End to the Means, 
that if we faithfully and vigilantly % the one, we 
ſhall certainly ebrarn the other, 17 
_ ImpusTxy and FRUGA LIT are the Supports of 
good Huſbandry ; without ir Aid and Help it muſt 
ceaſe to be: For altho' Things may happen ſometimes 
contrary to the uſual Courſe of Nature, yet he that 
bears in his Mind, as the Induſtrious Man always does, 
the Uncertainty and Inconſtancy of all earthly Things, 


will keep upon his Guard, providing againſt the many 


unforeſeen and fortuitous Events that may happen: 
And tho? he muſt be ſubject, in common with others, 
to Contingencies and evil Accidents, yet he has the 
Satisfaction of Mind that reſults from his having done 
all that lies within the Verge of human Power to pre- 
vent them; and if that cannot be, he has nothing to 


noeuble and moleſt his Mind ; he can contentedly fit 
down, and acquieſce in whatfoever befalls him, as 


knowing there is a Power over-ruling all, that or- 


ders and directs our Affairs with infinite Wiſdom and 
-Goodneſs. 1 . 


But altho the Nature of Agriculture is fuch as doth 


not allow of Intermiſſions and Breakings off, in the Ex- 
erciſe of Indiſtry and Frugality, for much as many o- 
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ther Callings and Profeſſions do; ſo that the Neceſſity 
of Attendance makes all thoſe who profeſs it, the more 
conſlant Practitioners, yet there are Degrees of Attain- 
ment among them, For as there are ſome in the Su- 
perlative, who find the Eaſe and Benefit of beiag ſo, 
fo there are thoſe who are no more in League with 
aur two aſſiſting Virtues than as Auxiliaries, to uſe 
them only when Need requires, and who never trouble 
their Thoughts to make them ſuperabundant]y ſervice- 
able; that look not beyond the ordinary Courſe of 
Things, and ſtir not a Foot faſter than Neceſſity forces 
them. Now, theſe cannot be ſaid to act with due Re- 
gard either to their Duty, their Intereft, or tneir Eaſe : 
Not their Duty, becauſe they do it not with all their 
Might; not with that Zeal and Earneſtneſ: where- 
with we ſhould work while we are in this, tranſitory 
State; not their [ntere//, becauſe à double Diiigenee 
makes quick Diſpatch, and the more we work the more 
we get; not their Ze, for that the conſtant indefat- 
igable Worker, that will not in the leaſt taſte of Idle- 
neſs or Remiſneſs, works with much more Delight than 
thoſe who are ſo unadviſed or indiſcreet as to take now 
and then a Doſe of Sloth and Sauntering, which indiſ- 
poſes them to return to Buſineſs with a willing. Mind, 
or work while they are at it with Joy, thereby robting 
themſelves of one of the moſt laſting and complicated 
Pleaſures we are capable of; as affuredly it is, when 
we have brought ourſelves, by an inceſſant and un- 
wearied Application in our Bufineſs and Employment, 
to that Height of Satisfaction with it, as to attend and 
tranſact it with Eaſe and Alacrity. a 
It is therefore very adviſable for thoſe engaged in 
rural Tranſa&ions, who are to adorn themſelves with 
our graceful Virtues, to do it with Emulation, endea- 
vouring to excel and outvie others. Not to be con- 
tented with ſuch common Attainments as Neceſſity re- 
quires, but to aſpire after ſuch a Degree of Perfection, 
as to look upon a flothful waſteful Temper with An- 
tipathy and Hatred. And when Men are got to ſuch 


- a Pitch of Induſtry and Frugality, in Diſcharge of their 
Work and Bufineſs, with what Chearfulnels do they 
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paſs the Day ! With what Peace and Quiet do they lay 
themſelves down at Night! With what order and Re- 
gulation are all their Affairs tranſacted! The ſmalleſt 
Concerns are not without their Care, and to the great- 
eſt they give all Diligence to diſpatch them aright. 
And ſo they go on in a Courſe of Duty and Delight, 
making to themſelves as much a Heaven as can be 
made upon Earth, and which- they enjoy, as a Fore- 
taſte of that everlaſting one which they live in the 
Hopes and ExpeQations of: Comforting themſelves 
with a good Aſſurance, that having done the Work 
appointed for them in this World, as good and faith- 
ful Ses wants, they ſhall receive their Reward in the 
other at the Hands of their bountiful Mafter. 


CONCLUSION. 


The Sum of all is, that as we were made to be 
Happy, ſo we are poſſeſs'd of the Means appointed 
to that great End : Theſe are in our Power to make 
uſe of, if we will. If we fail to uſe the Means, tis 
not reaſonable we ſhould expect to obtain the #nd. 
On the other hand, if we purſue the Means, we juſtly 
intitle ourſelves to the End, The Means are, to employ 
thoſe Faculties and Powers we are furniſhed with, for 
enabling us to do the Work and Buſineſs we were 
made for, fo as we ought : And tho? our work be not 
all alike, the Manner of Working is the ſame ; which 
is, that we do it indu/trioufly, and with all our Might ; 
and manage all Matters and Things that ſhall come 
under our Care and Charge in ſuch fruga/ Manner, as 
to make the me of them, and to employ them to the 
beft Advantage they are capable of. And if we thus 
ie the Means, the End will neceſſarily follow); and that, 
is Happineſs ; by acquiring thereby Wiſdom and Wealth, 
or at leaſt ſuch a Competency of them as will make us 
- happy here, and, if we huſband and improve beth as we 
ought, will not fail to make us eternally fo hereafter. 
If what hath been offer'd in the foregoing Pages ſhall 
appear in too plain a Dreſs, to gain the Approparion 
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of thoſe who would prefer the Method of complimenting 
the World into a better Conduct, the right Courſe 
fuch ſhould take, is, inſtead of finding Fault witk this, 
to ſet about doing what they imagine may be more con- 
duc ive to the good End propos d: And if any ſhall 
think this a needleſs Work, from an opinion that the 
World is not worſe in this Age than the former, they may 
pleafe to receive for Anſwer, That granting, by Sup- 
1 it is not worſe, it is however too great a 

ruth, that 'tis at leaſt had enough to juſtify this ſmall 
Attempt to make it better. | , 
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A Word to the WISE. | 


EMEMBER THAT Tims ts Mons v. He 
that can earn two ſhillings a day by his la- 
bour, and goes abroad or fits idle one half of that 
day, . he ſpend but a groat during his idleneſs, 
ought not to reckon that the only expence; he has 
really ſpent, or rather thrown away, eight-pence be- 
es, | | 
2. REMEM BER THAT CREDIT IS Move. 
He that lets his Money lie in my Hands after it is due, 
gives me the Intereft, or ſo much as I can make of it 
during that time: This amounts to a conſiderable ſum 
where a Man has good and large credit, and makes a 
good uſe of it. | Cot han | 
3. RemewmBER THAT Mon is of a prolifie 
gearing, Nature. Monzy can beget Monzy, 
and its offspring can beget more, and ſo on. Five 
illings e trade is ſix; turn'd again, "tis ſeven 
and three pence ; and fo on till it become an hundred 
pe more there is of it, the more it pro- 


pounds. 


duces every turning; fo that the profits riſe gui 
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and quicker; He that kills a breeding ſow, deſtroys 
all her N. to the thouſandth generation. 
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that murders a Crown, deſtroys all it might have pro- 
duc, even ſceres of pounds. . 
4. REMEMBER that fix pounds a year is but a 
a groat a day. For this little fum (which may be daily 
waſted either in Time or expence unperceiv'd,) a man 
of credit may on his own ſecurity. have the conſtant g 
ſſeſſion and uſe of an hundred pounds. So much in 1 
ock briſkly turn'd produces great advantage. a 
5. ReMEMBEx this ſaying, That the good Pay- 
maſter is Lord of another Man's Purſe. He that is 
known to pay punctually, and exactly to the time he 
promiſes, may at any time, and on any occaſion, raiſe | 
all the Money his Friends can ſpare. This is ſome- ba 
times of great "uſe; therefore never keep borrowed 
Money one hour beyond the time you promis'd, leſt” 
a diſappointment ſhurs up your Friends Purſe for ever. 
6. .T xz moſt trifling actions that affect a man's 
Credit are carefully to be regarded ; the ſound of 
our hammer at five in the morning, or nine at night, 
eard by a Creditor makes him eafy fix months longer; 
but if he ſees you at a cock-fight, or hears your voice + þF 
in an ale-houſe, when you ſhould be at work, he 
' ſends for his Money next morning, Finer cloaths 
than he or his wife wears, or greater expence in any | 
particular than be affords himſelf, ſhocks his pride, ; 
and he duns you to humble you. Creditors are a [ 
kind of people, that have the ſharpeſt eyes and ears, | 
"as well as the beſt memories of any in the world. 
7. Good ATU RD CrxEDItORS feel pain when 
they are oblig'd to aſk for their Money. Spare them 
that pain, and they will love you. When you receive 
a ſmall ſum, divide it among them in proportion to [ 
your debts. - Don't be aſham'd of paying a ſmall ſum } 7 
' becauſe you owe a greater. Money, more or leſs, is 
abways welcome; and your Creditor would rather be 
at the trouble of receiving ten pounds voluntarily 
brought him, though at ten different payments, than 
be oblig'd to go ten times to demand it before he can 
receive it in a lump. It ſhews, beſides; that you re 1 
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mindful of what you owe; and it makes you appear a 
careful as well as an honeſt man; and that ſtill en- 
' creaſes your Credit. : | 
8. Beware of thinking all your own that you poſſeſs, 
and of living accordingly; 'tis a miſtake that many 
-people of good credit fall into, To prevent this, keep 
an exact account for tome time of both your expences 
and your incomes. If you take the pains at firſt to 
mention -particulars, it will have this good effect; you 
will diſcover how wonderfully ſmall trifling expences 
mount up to large ſums, and will diſcern what might 
have been, and may for the future be ſavd, without 
any great inconvenience. ' | 
9. In ſhort, the way to wealth, if you defire it, is 
as plain as the way to market. It depends chiefly on 
the right uſe of two words, Induſtry and Frugality. 
Waſte neither Time nor Money, but make the beſt 
uſe of both. He that gets all he can honeſtly, and 
ſaves all he can decently, will certainly become rich ; 
if that Being who governs the world, to whom all 
ſhould ook for a blefling on their fair endeavours, 
doth not in his wiſe Providence otherwiſe determine, 
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